Weston Board of Education
Regular Session, Tuesday, January 22, 2013
Weston Public Library Meeting Room
7:30 p.m.

I.

CALL TO ORDER, VERIFICATION OF QUORUM
Philip Schaefer, Chairperson

II.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Discussion of Memorandum of Understanding with Weston Teachers’ Association (WTA)

III.

RESUME PUBLIC SESSION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Motion

V.

RECOGNITION

None

VI.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, pages 1-7

Motion

VII.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Information

VIII.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Ratification of Memorandum of Understanding with Weston Teachers’
Association, page 8

Motion

2. Presentation of the Roles and Responsibilities of School Resource
Officer
Dr. Marotto will present information on the roles and responsibilities of the
School Resource Officer.

Information

3. Gifts, page 9

Information

IX.

OLD BUSINESS

None

X.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
1. Next Board Meeting Thursday, January 24, 2013
2. District Update

Information
Information

XI.

Budget Workshop #3
1. Special Education
2. Pupil Personnel Services
3. District Administration
4. Facilities
5. District-Wide Services
6. Summary

Information

XII.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion
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Board of Education Meeting
Weston Town Library
December 17, 2012
Attendance:
Philip Schaefer, Chairperson
Ellen Uzenoff, Vice Chairperson
Richard Bochinski, Secretary/Treasurer
Nina Daniel
Denise Harvey
Dana Levin

Sonya Stack
Dr. Colleen Palmer, Superintendent
Dr. Kenneth Craw, Assistant Superintendent
Lewis Brey, Director of Human Resources
Jo-Ann Keating, Ed.D., Director of Finance & Ops.

III.

RESUME PUBLIC SESSION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV.

RECOGNITION
Mrs. Harvey introduced two of the four captains and the coach, Tom Grace. Dr. Gruen,
member of the Komen CT Board of Directors, presented the Impact Maker Award to the
Weston High School Girls’ Swim and Dive Team, who have raised over $50,000. Ms.
Harvey provided the following revised motion:
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education recognizes the Weston High School
Girls’ Swim and Dive Team for their outstanding work on behalf of the CT affiliate of
Susan G. Komen For the Cure. Motion by Mrs. Stack, second by Mr. Bochinski, all in
favor. (7-0)
Additional motions this evening:
 Motion: Moved that Item X, Superintendent’s Report, #3, District Update be
moved immediately before public comment and after approval of minutes. Motion
by Ms. Harvey, second by Mr. Bochinski, all in favor. (7-0)


V.

Motion: Moved that Item IX, Old Business, #1, Shared Space of Hurlbutt
Elementary School, be moved in the agenda immediately after the District
Update. Motion by Ms. Harvey, second by Mr. Bochinski, all in favor. (7-0)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education approves the minutes of the
November 19, 2012 Regular Session. Motion by Mrs. Levin, second by Ms. Harvey, all in
favor. (7-0)

District Update
Dr. Palmer addressed the Board and meeting attendees regarding the events which
occurred in Newtown last Friday. Our hearts have been broken for what has been lost.
Unthinkable violence has occurred and it could have been any of us. We are standing by,
making every effort to support the healing and grieving process. We are sending
furniture and supplies to Chalk Hill where Sandy Hook will reopen on Wednesday
morning and have offered counseling services. We will continue to do what we can to
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support Newtown, and will stand by Dr. Janet Robinson, who is a member of our
superintendents’ association. Families have lost loved ones – some of our families have
been impacted and we support them all. As I think about last Friday, none of us could
anticipate what would happen. A scheduled lockdown at Hurlbutt Elementary School
went as it should. Little did we know what would happen a few miles away. As the
news began to break, we could not have imagined the magnitude. We immediately
stepped up our own security and contacted the Weston Police Department – thanks to
Chief Troxell and the entire department for their partnership. As more information came
to light, we did not know the extent and needed to take appropriate action. We monitored
hallways and checked doors, and had police presence in front of the high school.
Communication between staff and police was seamless. We maintained communication
with parents and at the elementary levels, students were unaware of the unfolding events.
We asked teachers to be sure if any computers were used, nothing regarding Newtown
was visible. At end of day, staff rode home on every K-5 bus; we had to turn down
volunteers. Many parents picked up their children at Hurlbutt. As Friday concluded and
the scope of events known, the district prepared staff to handle children and by Sunday
evening, all social workers, staff, and school psychologists were prepared to support staff
as well as students. A plan was developed and each building had a meeting this morning
and reviewed safety measures. As a result, one permanent change in security will occur,
with personnel at the entrance of each school, all day, every day. Seven officers are on
campus today.
Today, neighboring districts were put in lockdown, as it was reported there was a
gentleman at the train station with gun. After consulting with Chief Troxell, we decided
not to go into lockdown. SWAT teams assembled, and as it turned out, the gentleman
had an umbrella. Going forward, we will be continually reviewing our crisis plan, which
the Weston Police Department will be part of. Visitors will be greeted at the doors and
staff members will need to wear their IDs at all times. Before school security will be in
place and all groups that come in and out of our buildings will be under review. Cameras
will be upgraded as well. Central Office will be locked during business hours with a
buzzer in place. Dr. Palmer indicated that the district would request a full time police
officer will be on School Road all day, every day, school is in session. The ongoing
initiative regarding a school resource officer will be actively discussed.
Looking at North House and shared space, as we reflect, our lives have permanently
changed. While the risk assessment is extremely low, the emotional impact has been
permanently changed. Students will make sense based on what they know and feel. At
this time, I cannot recommend we proceed with discussion of shared space and suggest
this option be deferred indefinitely.
Mr. Schaefer commended Dr. Palmer and the administrators for their commitment to the
school district.
Motion: Moved that any action and discussion by the Weston Board of Education
regarding agenda item 9, Shared Space of Hurlbutt Elementary School, be tabled
indefinitely. Motion by Ms. Harvey, second by Mr. Bochinski, all in favor. (7-0)
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VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Chief Troxell, Weston Police Department
Thank you Superintendent Palmer. It’s been an amazing few days we’ve been
experiencing at the Weston Police Department and in the Town. When I became Sargent
back in 2005, we initiated the Mile of Safety. It has been a passion of mine going back to
1980. The school system is the Town’s industry and we need to maintain its buildings,
staff, and safety. I appreciate the Superintendent’s comments. One thing that really
touched me was the question Obama posed to the country – are we doing everything in
our power to ensure the safety of our children? Based on our situation and our response,
as of Thursday of last week, with budget constraints, we’ve all tightened our belts. I’ve
looked for creative ways to get equipment. As of Friday of last week, that is not good
enough anymore to ensure safety. We are short-staffed and are incapable of doing what
we would like to do. My budget has been driven by salary increases, but when asked to
come in with 0% or less than 3%, we have to cut our operating budget down. I’ve
refused to take raises and will continue to do that, and will continue to think creatively.
Some of our prior resources are no longer available. It is my wish to embed a police
officer in every school every day of the week. I think we can find the money to put an
officer on campus, as well as a School Resource Officer.
Chief Troxell thanked the Board for its work and partnership.
Yvonne
Michael’s Way
The security officer at each school you are referring to? Will they be armed?
Dr. Palmer: No.
Yvonne expressed appreciation for Dr. Palmer’s presence at the middle school on Friday.
Tim Lawler
Hidden Meadow Road
Thanked everyone. Brought a petition tonight, which is no longer needed, but will
submit tonight.
Katie Gregory
Fairwood Road
Mrs. Gregory thanked everyone and thanked Chief Troxell for being in school. Mrs.
Gregory asked what the status is of the Memo of Understanding.
Mr. Schaefer stated we will continue to look at it.

VII.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Retirement
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education notes and records the retirement
of:
 William T. Slattery, 1.0 Weston Middle School Special Education Teacher;
 Margaret Taylor, 1.0 Weston Middle School Family and Consumer Sciences
Teacher; and
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John Drummond, 1.0 Weston Public Schools Math and Science Curriculum
Instructional Leader
effective June 30, 2013. Motion by Mr. Bochinski, second by Mrs. Uzenoff, all in
favor. (7-0)
2. Resignation
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education notes and records the
resignation of Wendy Brighindi, Administrative Assistant to the Assistant
Superintendent, effective December 18, 2012. Motion by Mrs. Uzenoff, second by Mr.
Bochinski, all in favor. (7-0)
3. Hurlbutt Elementary School
Mr. Bochinski presented a brief overview of the history of Hurlbutt Elementary
School, assembled with the assistance of the town historian as well as a long-time
resident who attended grades K-8, before Weston had a high school.
4. Appointment of a Hurlbutt Elementary School Principal Search Committee
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education appoints a Hurlbutt Elementary
Principal Search Committee which will be comprised as follows:
 Two members of the Board of Education
 Two building level administrators
 Two curriculum instructional leaders
 One teacher at-large
 One parent
 Superintendent of Schools
 Human Resources Director
Members of the Hurlbutt Elementary School Principal Search Committee will be
appointed by the Superintendent of Schools in consultation with the Chairperson of
the Board of Education. Motion by Mrs. Levin, second by Mrs. Harvey, all in favor.
(7-0)
5. Adoption of K-8 Math Resources
Dr. Craw discussed the K-8 math resources that have been reviewed by the
Curriculum Committee and are recommending for approval by the Board of
Education.
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education adopts the following math
resources:
 Weston Intermediate School grades 3 and 4: Math in Focus student edition
texts and workbooks by Dr. Fong Ho Keong; and
 Weston Middle School grade 7: Math in Focus – Singapore Math Course 2
by Dr. Lai Chee Chang, Leong May Kuen, and Low Wai Cheng.
Motion by Mrs. Uzenoff, second by Mrs. Stack, all in favor. (7-0)
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6. Gifts
Dr. Palmer, as per Board policy #3280, has accepted, with appreciation, the following
donation from the Weston Gun Club Community Foundation:
 $3,020 towards the purchase of equipment for the WHS photography
program.
7. Annual Energy Update
Dr. Keating provided the third annual update on Weston Public Schools energy
conservation and savings. There is one year left in the program, after which time the
district will have the benefit of no fees paid to Energy Education. We have
progressively realized an increase in savings; over a three-year period, we have saved
$1.8M. Dr. Keating reviewed the program’s expenditures and how they will decrease
within the next year.
8. 2014 Capital Budget
Dr. Keating and Mr. Clarke presented the 2014 Capital Budget for Weston Public
Schools.
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education approves the 2014 Capital
Budget. Motion by Mrs. Stack, second by Mr. Bochinski, all in favor. (7-0)
9. Building Project Close-Outs
Dr. Keating discussed the close-out of the Weston Intermediate School building
project, State project number 1570042.
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education approves filing the form
ED049F and the final grant application for a school building project with the Bureau
of School Facilities for the Weston Intermediate School and adopting the following
resolution, accepting the project as complete. Be it resolved that the Board of
Education accepts the Weston Intermediate School project, State project number
1570042 as complete. Motion by Ms. Daniel, second by Mrs. Uzenoff, all in favor.
(7-0)
VIII. OLD BUSINESS
1. Shared Space of Hurlbutt Elementary School - discussed previously
2. Proposed 2013-2014 Calendar
Dr. Palmer presented the 2013-2014 Weston Public Schools Calendar for approval by
the Board of Education. Changes were made, reflected in the revised motion below:
Motion: Moved that the Weston Board of Education approves the following changes
to the proposed 2013-2014 Draft Calendar:
 Move early dismissal from March 24 to March 21;
 Correct May 15-14 to read May 15-16 (in the column on the left); and
 Early dismissal November 15-16 and May 15-16 early dismissal only for
grades K-5 for parent/teacher conferences.
Motion by Mrs. Uzenoff, second by Mrs. Levin, all in favor. (7-0)
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IX.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
1. Next Board Meeting, Tuesday, January 22, 2012
2. Principals’ Report –
HES – Dr. Cicchetti reported it was a great day. Staff met this morning – we are
committed to taking care of the kids first and foremost. An email went out to parents
sharing the day. Officer Joe was well received by the students and security measures
were very successful. Parents welcomed being asked for ID. Dr. Cicchetti spoke
about the incredible staff.
WIS – Mrs. Falber reported WIS also had a great day, which began with a staff
meeting. Despite many teachers having personal relationships with Newtown, they
were positive and professional. A police officer was in the building and someone will
be present at the front door at all times. The front door will be locked, as well.
WMS – Mrs. Watkins reported the day began with a staff meeting, which was well
utilized, and helped staff focus. Students were receptive to police officers and in
classrooms, cafeterias, and hallways it was business as usual.
WHS – Dr. Marotto reported it was a successful day; the high school was well
prepared. Staff met this morning and Mrs. Wolak shared a well-written editorial
which will be in the school newspaper. Students understood police presence; front
doors were locked.
3. District Update – discussed previously

X.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Communications Committee - Dana Levin
Meeting this Wednesday, December 19, at 8:00 a.m. in the Central Office Conference
Room. Will be discussing budget communications, emergency communications, and
realtor communications.
2. Curriculum Committee - Ellen Uzenoff
Discussed a number of issues:
 Blended Learning
 Re-purposing of Hurlbutt Elementary School
 K-8 Math Resources
 Math Pathways
 Keyboarding
 Family and Consumer Science revisions
 Expanded enrichment opportunities in grades 3-8
 Project Lead The Way
Next meeting January 9, 8:00 a.m. in Central Office Conference Room.
3. Finance Committee - Denise Harvey
Discussed 2014 budget assumptions, enrollment, shared facilities with Town, as well
as the Town’s request regarding fields and lawn care, money from staff reduction to
potentially use in internal services, and other accounts where money has collected and
the use of those funds.
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4. Facilities Committee - Sonya Stack
Discussed capital projects for 2013-2014, much of which was discussed earlier. Dave
Ungar mentioned the target date to replace tennis courts is 2019, based on an
expected useful life of 15 years. Individual schools’ special projects requests were
outlined. Discussed sharing of facilities with the Town, which has now been tabled.
Discussed cost avoidance – report given this evening.
5. Policy Committee - Dana Levin
The Policy Committee has not yet had a regular meeting; will be traveling to Darien
High School to conduct a site visit regarding the ongoing SRO research.
6. Negotiations Committee - Richard Bochinski
Nothing to report.
7. CES - Sonya Stack
CES is working with district schools on Student Success Plans for all middle and high
school students. Two CCSS Assessment Consortiums that were convened by CES
have met to review sample assessments to give districts a sense of what to expect
with test questions that will replace CMT and CAPT, and how they will be scored.
8. CABE - Nina Daniel
Ms. Daniel referenced the number of resources available through the CABE website
about dealing with tragedy, as well as through NASP (National Association of School
Psychologists). Robert Rader, Director of CABE, released the following statement:
“Yesterday’s events are incomprehensible and senseless to all of us … our hearts are
with the Town of Newtown, including parents, the Board of Education and staff, and
all other members of the community. We grieve with them, we ache to help them and
promise our support, in any way possible, now and in the difficult time to come.”
9. Weston Education Foundation - Denise Harvey
All-day meeting in December led by Woody Bliss. By the end of the day, there was a
new mission statement, action plans, and three areas of focus.
XI.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Motion to adjourn by Mr. Bochinski, second by Mrs. Stack, all in favor.
(7-0). Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Wendy Brighindi, Board of Education Clerk.
Minutes reviewed/approved by Dr. Colleen Palmer, Superintendent.
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WESTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS REPORT
January 22, 2013

Weston High School
In this issue…

Lisa Wolak, Principal
Principal’s Message
NEASC Update
Academic Program Updates
Co-Curricular Program Updates

Principal’s Update
Happy New Year! January is a very busy month at Weston High School as our first semester
draws to a conclusion with mid term examinations beginning on January 24. On January 17 our
Trojan Time Advisory was dedicated to preparing for these assessments. Our National Honor
Society will be offering an evening tutoring session for freshmen on Tuesday, January 22 from
6:00-7:30 p.m. in our learning commons. We encourage all freshmen to attend.
During midterm examinations there will be bus service at midday after exams with the exception
of Tuesday and Wednesday, January 29-30. Buses will leave at 9:45 a.m. or 2:30 p.m. There are
no buses for the 11:55 a.m. make-up exam dismissals.
In an effort to support our continued efforts to maintain a safe school environment and to
communicate with students in a timely manner, I would ask all parents to please enter their
students’ cell phone numbers in PowerSchool using their parent portal account. It is our goal to
have all of these cell phone numbers in our system by the beginning of second semester. Thank
you for your cooperation.
NEASC Update
Our staff has finished writing the drafts of the seven reports required for our accreditation in
preparation for our visit from the New England Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges
(NEASC). These reports reflect two groups of standards: (1) Teaching and Learning Standards
and (2) Support Standards. These standards are grouped in this manner to distinguish between
those practices that directly affect teaching and learning and those that support teaching and
learning. Each Standard Committee made a formal presentation of its findings regarding the
school’s adherence to the standard to the entire faculty. Committee members also offered the
rationale for each of the strengths and needs identified in their executive summary as well as for
the conclusions discussed in the essays regarding the school's adherence to each standard. Our
next task is to prioritize the strengths and needs that were generated by these reports, which will
serve as a blue print for our future work.
Academic Program
The scheduling process for the 2013-2014 school year will begin in early February. On February
6 students will receive their appointment cards indicating the time of their individual meetings
with their counselors. Please check our school website for information regarding criteria for
Page 1 of 12
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honors courses. I also wish to encourage you to review our Program of Studies which is online
at our school website.
Welcome New Staff
Mr. Samuel von Kuhn has joined our math department this month. He is replacing Mr.
Fitzpatrick who retired earlier this year. A graduate from Clemson University and Sacred Heart
University, Mr. von Kuhn student taught at Middlesex Middle School in Darien, CT.
Beginning second semester, Mr. Andrew Pasiuk will be taking over for Mr. Ogden in the social
studies department. A graduate of University of Richmond, Mr. Pasiuk completed his student
teaching at Westbrook High School in Westbrook, CT.
Please join me in welcoming these two new teachers to our WHS community. I would also like
to thank our colleagues in both the math and social studies departments who took over classes
during this time of transition so that our instructional standards were maintained. A special
thanks to math teachers Ms. Caracciolo, Ms. Michelangelo, Ms. Russo, and Mr. Drummond as
well as social studies teachers Ms. LeBris, Ms. Klein, Mr. Jorge, Mr. Scott, and Mr. Passarelli.
Science aide Ms. Oberman also assisted with our freshmen quiet study. We are most fortunate to
have this level of commitment from our staff.
The Arts
Music
Baroque violinist Daniel S. Lee, Connecticut College professor and early music specialist,
visited the classroom of Erik Paul and the orchestras of Weston High School this month to lead
students in historically informed performance practices from the baroque era. Students used
baroque bows with their modern instruments while Professor Lee demonstrated on his 17th
century violin replica. Music studied included Handel's Royal Firework Music and Concerto
Grosso No.1, as well as music by Vivaldi.
On January 18 and 19 nine Weston High School musicians participated in the CMEA Western
Region High School Band, Orchestra, and Chorus. These students successfully auditioned for
these ensembles in November and joined over 300 talented musicians from throughout the
Western Region of our state. They were guided through their rehearsals and performances by
some of the nation’s most respected conductors and composers. Participation in this festival also
provided each of these musicians the opportunity to audition for placement in the CMEA AllState Ensembles.
Visual Arts
A special thank you to the Weston Gun Club Foundation who generously donated funds for
additional equipment for our photography program. Founded in 1933, the Weston Gun Club,
located at Godfrey Road East, dedicates itself to the Olympic sport of clay target shooting. Each
spring, the club holds its annual Modern Biathlon, a day of golf and clay shooting that
culminates in a dinner and auction, the proceeds of which go to The Weston Gun Club
Community Foundation.
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The club has been extremely generous to Weston High School. Over the years it has supported
the girls’ golf team, ADAP, the Diversity Club, and the Weston Boosters. Donations included
smart boards, an elliptical machine, and videography equipment. This year, the club has funded
new cameras, tripods and lighting equipment for Weston High School’s photography program,
which has expanded considerably and has over 240 students enrolled.
Business
Students enrolled in Business Management Concepts are completing their final project this
semester. The project is called “Building a Business” and is designed to introduce students to
the research and planning required in starting a business. Students worked with a partner of their
choice to collaborate on the business, marketing, and financial planning for a start-up business of
their choice. They are required to develop a logo, marketing materials, financial budgets, and
business plan for their business. The project culminates in a power point presentation designed
to promote their business idea to potential investors in their business. Ms. Bakes, our new
business teacher, created this authentic performance-based assessment.
Learning Commons
We are very excited about the upcoming transformation of our IMC into a collaborative learning
space for students and teachers. The WHS PTO is funding this expansion project, which we plan
to open second semester. We so appreciate their continued support and generosity. Our Algebra I
classes have been busy using the new graphing calculators funded through our PTO as well.
Mathematics
Students in BC Calculus created a review book of Integral Calculus for their classmates. Every
student wrote review chapters based on a variety of topics that then were organized into a book
of over fifty pages. Topics included: the fundamental theorem of calculus, application of integral
transformations, interpreting graphs, and area and volume formulas.
Physical Education/Health
Sophomore Health students are finishing their human sexuality unit. Guests from Peace Works
of the Domestic Violence Crisis Center spoke to classes about healthy vs. unhealthy teen dating
relationships. Other content that was covered in this unit included the male and female
reproductive systems, sexually transmitted infections, as well as making positive choices and
advocating for sexual health and well-being.
Science/Technology
James Prosek, artist, writer, and naturalist, came to talk to our Animal Behavior classes about
eels, migration, and conservation. Mr. Prosek writes for different publications including
National Geographic. He is also an artist and currently has exhibitions at the Academy of
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia and the Taft School in Watertown, CT.
Students in the new Human Anatomy and Physiology course finished the semester with a weeklong inquiry-based dissection of fetal pigs, giving them the opportunity to explore the structure
and arrangement of internal organs.
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The Animal Behavior class had the opportunity to apply what they’ve learned about instincts,
classical conditioning, and operant conditioning by working with a dog in class and attempting to
teach him new tricks.
Science Olympiad is in full swing with weekly meetings since December. Our team of 15
students is working hard to prepare for their events. This competition takes place in April. Coadvisors of this program are technology teacher Ms. Moosbrugger and science teacher Ms.
Hauser.
School Counseling
The Junior College Planning Evening Seminar will be held on January 31 in the WHS cafeteria
for junior students and parents. Some of the topics that will be discussed include: reviewing
post-secondary options, researching different colleges and universities, timing for visiting
schools, understanding admissions criteria, and much more.
Seniors interested in our Senior Internship Program must apply by January 22. The official start
date of the internship is May 20. Any specific questions about this exciting program should be
directed to Director of School Counseling Meredith Starzyk at meredithstarzyk@westonps.org.
Social Studies
Weston Resident Larry Shore spoke to students in our Facing History and Ourselves classes this
month. Mr. Shore directed and produced the documentary RFK in the Land of Apartheid: A
Ripple of Hope. He has generously offered the use of his documentary to future classes.
World Language
Spanish
Students in Spanish Level 2 researched the differences in the educational systems of Mexico and
the United States. As part of the school-wide initiative to incorporate authentic learning and 21st
century skills, students played the host of a radio program to compare and contrast the major
differences in education systems. Students were scored using WHS school-wide presentation
rubric. All of our school-wide rubrics are located on the main page of our school website under
School Rubrics.
Students in Spanish 4 Honors recently debated on a controversial topic undocumented
immigrants living in the US. Students wrote mock op-ed pieces for the New York Times
highlighting their position on the argument - “should undocumented immigrants with family and
jobs in the US, be allowed to stay in the US?” They incorporated evidence in their arguments
gathered from numerous sources such as documentaries from Univision.com and recent laws
regarding the issues passed in New Mexico, Arizona, and Washington State.
French
Students of our French 4 Honors course prepared plays and poems based on medieval and early
renaissance literature and poetry. Students used a medieval “lai” by Marie de France (a story of a
werewolf and his treasonous wife) while others wrote abridged versions of a French film or
recreated a scene from a play. Photos of their work will be available for display on the school
TV monitors in our main lobby later this month.
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Co-Curricular Program
Athletics
The Connecticut Post has named Coach Joe Lato as CT Football Coach of the year. In his
seventh year as coach, Mr. Lato guided Weston to a 9-3 record, an SWC Patriot Division title
and one of the best seasons in school history. The Trojans reached the state playoffs for the first
time in 23 years and only the second time in school history. The Trojans advanced to the Class
M semifinals where they lost to Berlin 21-7. Weston won five games by seven points or less,
and our only losses were to New Fairfield (42-21) and Masuk (49-0). Mr. Lato was named the
New York Giants Lou Rettino High School Coach of the Week for Oct. 15.
On Wednesday, January 30 from 9:45-12:15 p.m. student leaders representing both athletics and
student government will be meeting to discuss the current strengths and needs of the school and
to develop action plans to improve the Weston High School community. Student Government
Advisor Ms. Swezey and Athletic Director Mr. Berkowitz will be serving as facilitators to this
important work.
Clubs
The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life will take place on Saturday, May 18, on the WHS
turf. This Relay is unique in that it is organized and chaired by high school students. Our Relay
Kick Off will be held Thursday, February 6, at 7:00 p.m. at Weston Intermediate School. We
invite everyone from the community interested in learning more about Relay for Life to attend.
WHS is proud to host the Mock Trial Connecticut State Quarterfinals early next month and will
have two teams participating. This competition, sponsored by Civics First, will be on Monday,
February 4, from 3:00-8:00 p.m. There will be over 250 students, parents, coaches, and judges in
attendance, and our classrooms will be transformed into courtrooms. Student attorneys and
witnesses will be trying the case of State of New Jersey VS. Sam Oddington in our classrooms.
Unfortunately we have limited space in our “courtrooms” for spectators. We encourage you to
cheer on our “mockers” and wish them luck as they strive to advance to the state semi-finals.
Heliotrope, our school yearbook, is on sale for $65 at the following link:
http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A01102570. Our yearbook staff has been hard at work
compiling a wonderful collection of memories under the direction of our new advisor, Mr.
Mezzo.
Community Service
Our food drive that was organized by student government was very successful last month. Over
1000 items were donated to the Weston Food Pantry!
Weston Middle School
In this issue…

Amy Watkins, Principal

SOAR Door Decorating and Community Building
WMS Chamber Orchestra Warms the Halls
Student Government Association
Curricular Celebration
After School Enrichment Opportunities
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SOAR Door Decorating and Community Building
It was an exciting week leading up to the Winter Break at
WMS. There were two major events related to the
school-wide expectations of SOAR that occurred.
The PBIS Team and the PTO hosted the first Trimester
Breakfast on Wednesday, December 19, for the Trimester
1 SOAR ticket winners. It was great to see so many
smiling faces enjoying bagels, donuts, and juice so early
in the morning!
On Tuesday, December 18, all first-period, homeroom classes
decorated their doors with their best interpretation of the
school’s expectations of Safety, Ownership, Attitude, and
Respect. A panel of judges walked around, scoring each
door’s presentation. It was a very difficult decision to choose
one homeroom door winner for each grade level, because all
of the doors look fantastic. After the judges’ scores were
totaled, it was determined that Mrs. Kovac’s sixth grade
homeroom, Mrs. Ames’ seventh grade homeroom, and Mrs.
Stone’s eigth grade homeroom were the winners of WMS’s
first annual door decorating contest. The chosen homerooms
celebrated their win on Friday morning, December 21, with
cupcakes, cookies, clementines, and hot cocoa. The pictures to
the right show the winning doors and homerooms.
The PBIS team would like to thank all of the students and
staff who participated in the SOAR Decorating Contest. All
of the doors showed much effort and creativity, and of
course the SOAR
expectations.
Grade 6
3rd place: Mr. Reddington
2nd place: Ms. Kiska
1st place: Mrs. Kovac
Grade 7
3rd place: Mrs. George
2nd place: Mrs. Nizlek
1st place: Mrs. Ames
Grade 8
3rd place: Mrs. Geel
2nd place: Mrs. Mulcahy
7th Grade: Mrs.
1st place: Mrs. Stone
Ames’s Classroom

6th Grade: Mrs.
Kovac’s Classroom
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WMS Chamber Orchestra Warms the Halls
The talented WMS Chamber Orchestra spread some holiday cheer by volunteering to play some
festive favorites for incoming students
and faculty on Friday morning,
December 21, 2012. They are the
middle school's select string
Ensemble - a group that regularly
explores a challenging classical
repertoire as well as stylistically
diverse music such as rock, jazz, and
fiddle.
Student Government Association
On December 21, 2012, the students and staff at WMS turned heads as
they walked into school wearing their pajamas. Why would anyone
come to school dressed in cozy clothes, especially Mrs. Watkins and
Mr. Bernardi? To support a great cause: The Ty Louis Campbell
Foundation; a 501 (c) (3) approved foundation. The WMS Pajama
Day raised over $800 which went directly to this foundation. Thank
you to the Student Government Association for sponsoring such a
wonderful event for such an amazing cause.

Curricular Happenings
December was filled with opportunities for students to apply the knowledge they learned in
class.
Sixth-grade science students learned about the water table and the
effects humans and various pollutants have on soil and the water we
drink. Students applied their new knowledge as they took on the role
of real estate agents in a housing development with reported water
table pollutants. Posted to the left are brochures students created to
give “potential buyers” of Lakeside Estates Fairview “peace of mind”
about why this community would be safe, utilizing the vocabulary
and other knowledge learned during the unit.
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Students gathered together to review the highlights of the trip to Nature’s Classroom courtesy of
Mr. Reddington’s video expertise. The new library space worked perfectly for this communitybuilding event.

Seventh-grade French students demonstrated their culinary
skills prior to break. Students shared their French holiday Yule
log cakes that they made at home to “compete” against fellow
students both on presentation and flavor.
Students in Mr. Grace’s general music use technology to
digitally master their own songs. Students write their
own songs and have the opportunity to edit and modify
until they have the sound they want.
Students in Mrs. Cooperman’s class welcomed their
parents to their memoir celebration. Standing in front of
parents and peers, students showcased their presentation
skills as each one read their memoir, bringing their
experiences to life.
After-School Enrichment Opportunities
Students will soon have the opportunity to explore a
few new after-school experiences. Based on student
interest we will be offering a section each of Design
and Modeling, Science Olympiad, Debate Club, and
Mandarin. The intent is to offer students seeking
additional enrichment opportunities the chance to take
risks without the additional pressure of grades.
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Weston Intermediate School
In this issue…

Pattie Falber, Principal

Teaching and Learning
In-School Assemblies
Technology
Winter Chorus Concert

Teaching and Learning
Fourth- and fifth-grade students are currently immersed in reading and writing non-fiction, the
focus of their new AIM units. The fourth-grade unit
emphasizes synthesizing and applying, along with
developing global perspectives, while fifth graders are
focusing on communication and increased global
awareness. Students are not only reading for information
and knowledge, but are synthesizing information across
multiple sources to develop their own thinking and
opinions. Students in fourth grade are writing feature
articles on topics of their choosing, and fifth graders are
writing articles as well as blogging, developing power
points, and writing presentations to communicate their
opinions and solutions. Both the fourth- and fifth-grade
units are using a range of real world resources and
current events in the teaching.
In-School Assemblies
All School Sing Along: Each year on the day before we leave for vacation, we come together as
a school to sing and celebrate. Prior to the day of the assembly, each grade level works with the
music teachers to prepare a few songs to sing, and then performs them during the assembly. The
songs come from many parts of the world, and the students sing in English as well as Spanish
and Hebrew. Students and staff are then treated to a performance by a small choral ensemble
composed of members of our faculty. The assembly is a fun time for all, and culminates in a
joyous all-school sing along with students and staff joining together in song to share our love of
singing and being together.
Student vs. Staff Volleyball Game: As a
culminating activity to the volleyball unit in P.E.,
the fifth-grade students challenged the teachers
and staff to a volleyball game. Almost 80 fifth
graders and 15 staff members participated in a
high-spirited game, with the remainder of the
fifth graders keeping score and cheering them on.
The student players took the challenge seriously,
meeting before school for early morning practice
sessions to hone the skills they had learned in class, and to form teams. The students were well
prepared, and defeated the staff in two games out of three. A good time was had by everyone,
and even the WIS Wolf made an unexpected visit to cheer on the students.
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Personal Accountability Assemblies: On January 15 every WIS student participated in a
student assembly focused on the ‘P’ in WIS P.R.I.D.E., which stands for Personal
Accountability. Prior to gathering for their assemblies, students and teachers met with their
cross-grade level buddy classes to define personal accountability and describe ways that they
could demonstrate this important character trait in school. Following these classroom meetings,
buddy classes gathered in the cafetorium to share
their ideas and participate in a variety of
community-building activities including a WIS
P.R.I.D.E. cheer led by the WIS wolf! To
reinforce the importance of personal
accountability throughout the month, fifth grade
students will use the morning announcements to
share character tips with their classmates.
Additionally, every student and staff member will
complete a secret Personal Accountability
Nomination Form to select one student from each
classroom who has distinguished himself or
herself in this important area. Next month those students will be celebrated at the February
assembly, and they will be recognized throughout the month on the WIS P.R.I.D.E. bulletin
board in the school’s front hall.
Technology
On January 22 our Professional Development time focused on technology and its application in
the classroom to enhance student learning. Staff members were able to choose from a variety of
workshops that range from the use iPads in the classroom to LanSchool management software –
a program that allows teachers control of students’ desktops to share digital content to student
work, providing more personalized teaching in the computer labs. Workshops were offered on
Kidblog, a great way to encourage writing and reflection in the classroom and at home, as well
as Symbaloo – a site that helps teachers organize their online programs and resources to use them
in the classroom and share with their colleagues. Workshops were led by our technology staff as
well as by several grade-level teachers, and are structured so that teachers had time to use the
technology and plan ways to use it with their lessons.
Winter Chorus Concert
On Thursday evening, January 10, the fourth- and fifthgrade choruses gave their debut concert. Almost 100
students participated in the concert, singing a variety of
songs that focused on winter and peace. The fourth
graders sang several beautiful songs that evoked the feel
of the wind and the beauty of a winter day, while the fifth
graders ended their portion of the concert with a samba
about hot chocolate. The two choruses came together to
end the concert with a very moving version of “Let There
Be Peace on Earth”, and a more light-hearted song
entitled, “Seven Feet of Snow.”
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Hurlbutt Elementary School
In this issue…

Dr. Michael Cicchetti, Principal

Professional Development
The School Environment
Status of Full Day Kindergarten

Professional Development ~ January 22
Teachers participated in the following two-hour professional development activities the morning
of Tuesday, January 22. Allowing teachers the time to reflect on and improve their practice is
one of the most important things we can do to maintain a standard of instructional excellence in
our school.


NWEA (Northwest Evaluation Association) Data Interpretation: First and second grade
teachers participated in training related to interpretation and use of NWEA student
performance data; the session was facilitated by an outside consultant/administrator from
Vermont.



Math in Focus: Kindergarten teachers worked on the implementation of Math in Focus.
Teachers discussed both past and future units and instructional strategies related to the
implementation of this new math program. This included planning for potential use of the
“workshop model,” which consists of a mini-lesson, guided practice, individual practice
and guided groups, and round up.



AIM (Academic Innovation and Measurement): Teachers of health, physical education,
world languages, music, and art participated in technology-based sessions.



Pre-Kindergarten: Pre-K teachers continued their planning for the 2013-14 school year,
with specific emphasis on the Connecticut Framework and pre-school grade level
expectations.



Special Education, Counselors, Speech, and School Psychologists: Special services staff
participated with: (1) their corresponding grade-level team in either NWEA training or
Math In Focus sessions (see above) or (2) behavior-related special education training.



PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention and Support): Support staff members will
participate in training related to PBIS and protocols to use when responding to student
misbehaviors.

The School Environment
Beginning early fall, and with significant support from the district administration and
maintenance, several areas related to the overall school environment have been addressed. Most
recently, a fence was installed adjacent to East House to improve safety for pre-school children.
A decaying tree stump was removed from the North House playground. The HVAC system has
been adjusted several times in an attempt to achieve greater temperature consistency. A
malfunctioning security camera was replaced while the building alarm panel was adjusted. The
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exterior lights in both the front and back parking lots were inspected to ensure that all were
operating. Exterior doors were adjusted and keys linked to the universal system. Recent
changes to the front entrance protocol have significantly improved security for individuals
entering the building.
Status of Full-Day Kindergarten
The implementation of the full-day kindergarten program continues to provide a positive
experience for students. Teachers continue to review and reflect on all aspects of the program
and adjust their instruction accordingly. Students are adapting well to the full-day program,
overall, in large part due to the variety of instructional activities and the two purposeful play
periods provided each day. These “brain breaks” allow students to use their brains in different
ways to build sensory and social skills. Teachers are carefully monitoring student achievement,
anticipating their participation in NWEA testing next school year. Particular emphasis is being
given to instructional units - especially literacy – and to calibrating scope and sequence maps.
Teachers engage in ongoing discussion regarding the breadth and depth of instructional units in
the various content areas.
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