Weston Public Schools

WPS Family Guide to
Progress Reports
GRADE 4
What is the purpose of
progress reports?
Progress reports provide families
with detailed information regarding
student progress in achieving specific
grade-level standards for grades K-5.
The progress report consists of a
series of standards for work habits/
social responsibilities and each academic discipline. In addition, it
includes narrative comments from
the student’s classroom teacher.

What marks are given for
the academic standards?
The progress report uses the letters
E, M, P, and N for the academic
standards. These marks, unlike the
traditional A - F grading scale, show
progress toward to a specific
standard.
E = “Exceeding grade level expectations” for a standard means the
student has a deep understanding
and application at this time.
M = “Meeting grade level
expectations” is the goal for all
students. A student achieving this
level has met the expectation of
the grade level at this time.
P = “Progressing toward grade level
standard” indicates the student is
moving toward mastery. Students
learn at different rates throughout
the year.
N = “Not meeting grade level
expectation” indicates that the
student may be in need of
additional support.
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What marks are given
for Social Responsibilities and Work habits?
M = Meeting grade level expectations at this time
P = Progressing toward grade
level expectations at this time
N= Not meeting grade level expectations at this time

Why are some standards highlighted with
an asterisk?
Several standards are highlighted with an asterisk. These
standards are aligned with the
goals of Weston’s Academic
Innovation & Measurement
(AIM) initiative. AIM is a K-12
initiative focused on critical and
creative thinking and other highpriority outcomes preparing students for a global society.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

What is the frequency
of progress reports?
Progress reports are issued
on a trimester schedule in
November, March, and June.

What does a grey box
mean on the progress
report?
Not all standards are taught or
assessed during each trimester.
In these instances, a grey box
appears on the progress report
to indicate that it was not formally assessed at that time.

Twice a year, in the fall and spring, parents are strongly
encouraged to meet with their child’s teacher to review
progress. Conferences are an opportunity for two-way
communication between the family and teacher.



The teacher will talk about your child’s strengths
and how the student can improve.



The teacher may present examples of your child’s
work when reviewing progress.



Be sure to ask questions about how you can support your child at school and at home.



Conferences are approximately 20 minutes. If you
have additional questions following the conference, please feel free to email the teacher.
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Highlights:

What Students Will Be Learning In Grade 4

English Language Arts
Fourth grade readers and writers analyze and produce
increasingly longer and more complex texts. Students
build volume and stamina for both reading and
writing throughout the year. By the end of grade
four, students should be able to read and write independently for extended periods of time.
In reading, students will:
 Analyze both fiction and informational text for
deeper meaning and author’s intent
 Develop understanding of a topic or author by
synthesizing information across multiple texts
 Determine author’s purpose, message, and
theme in both fiction and informational texts
 Write responses to text that utilize multiple pieces of evidence that demonstrate understanding
In writing students will:
 Engage in the writing process with increased independence to produce multiple pieces of informational, narrative, and opinion texts
 Read and write independently for extended periods of time
 Apply spelling and grammar conventions to edit
process writing pieces
 Research a topic by analyzing digital and print
resources on the topic, writing about the topic,
and creating a multimedia presentation on their
topic for an audience

Social Studies
Fourth grade social studies curriculum engages students in a study of regions. Each region of the United
States is studied to analyze human-environment interactions, climate, geographic features that promote
economic growth, as
well as how and why
people move to and
from that region.
Students begin this
study by examining
the Northeast, and
Connecticut’s place
within it, to learn the
long-term impact of
colonial settlement.

Science
Fourth grade students are presented with ageappropriate, real world problems. They collect evidence from multiple sources, including their own
hands-on exploration, to build an explanation and
then apply their learning to a new situation.
In science, students will:
 Take on the role of systems engineers for a fictional town that experiences frequent blackouts,
and explore reasons why an electrical system
may fail. They learn about the conversion of one
form of energy to another and engage in engineering problems related to solving electrical
supply issues.
 Act as biologists investigating why there is a decline in the number of Tokay geckos living the
rainforest of the Philippines. They investigate and
analyze data related to animal senses to figure
out cause-and-effect relationships between environmental changes, animals’ senses, and survival.
 Become geologists, investigating fossils and the
geologic history of the area where the fossils are
found. They analyze rock layers to draw conclusions about times of stability and times of change
in the environments of a particular place.

Math
Fourth graders become proficient with
calculating whole
numbers and begin the exploration of operations involving fractions and decimals. Their problem solving skills
are expanded to include geometric, as well as numeric
problems.
In math, students will:
 Fluently multiply and divide multi-digit numbers
 Solve problems involving factors, multiples, and
prime and composite numbers
 Develop an understanding of equivalent fractions
and apply this to adding and subtracting fractions
 Develop an understanding of decimals and their
relation to fractions and whole numbers
 Solve multi-step word problems involving larger
numbers, fractions, and measurements
 Classify and measure angles
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Art
The visual art program strives to prepare students for
a world that values creativity, resilience, and problem
solving skills. Students are encouraged to express
their unique and creative ideas, solve problems, and
analyze their mistakes while finding ways to turn
them into successes.
In grade four, students continue building on prior
knowledge of art concepts, skills, and techniques, as well as
exploring a wider
variety of fibers, materials, and media.
They are asked to
think critically, explore self-expression with a strong
emphasis on how artists plan their work, develop
ideas and reflect on their own outcomes and how
they connect with their lives. The art room is a space
where students are expected to be kind, hard workers, independent thinkers, and always do their personal best.
Music
The music curriculum is directly aligned with the National Core Arts Standards for music education. This
curriculum offers a sequential, comprehensive, standards-based music education designed to enhance
each child’s musical aptitude and achievement in music. The artistic processes of creating,
performing, responding, and connecting
are emphasized.
Health
The health curriculum
is designed for students to be able to
explore core concepts that are the foundation of
healthy, balanced living and apply that knowledge to
their own lives. Students engage in conversations to
analyze internal and external influences, improve
communication, advocacy, and goal setting. Students
are accountable for contributing to conversations in a
way that is personally meaningful in a safe and comfortable environment.
Progress Reports and Special Education
Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEP)
may require additional services and supports in order
to achieve certain grade-level standards. Students

with accommodations may demonstrate mastery of a
standard in alternative ways as determined by the IEP.
If your child has an IEP, please also refer to your IEP
Progress Report for information regarding your child’s
progress in his or her specialized educational program.

Physical Education
The physical education curriculum is
designed for students to be able to
explore core concepts that are the
foundation of a
physically active
lifestyle. Such exploration and application requires a learning environment where students feel comfortable to physically
engage in activities that promote skill development,
physical fitness, self-advocacy, and the ability to appropriately interact with others. Students are expected to be prepared, participate to the best of their
ability, collaborate with others, and demonstrate
knowledge of the subject matter.
Spanish
Students will continue their Spanish education
through highly interactive learning activities as they
develop communicative and cultural competence in
the target language. A variety of authentic print, audio
and visual material are used to allow students to explore seasonal themes like fall celebrations, winter
activities, and spring events. Classroom routines are
reinforced and new skills are introduced such as, telling time and identifying a greater variety of classroom
items. Students also learn to identify various food
items, and through high frequency verbs, meal preparation. Learning to express likes and dislikes, students
will share their preferences about celebrations, activities and food. Students continue to read and write in
Spanish using authentic Spanish/Latin American literature, art, music, and cultural traditions. Additionally,
children begin to develop a sensitivity to the nuances
of Spanish through the introduction of poetry.

For more information:
The family guides to progress reports can be accessed
from the Weston Public Schools website, under the
Communication Links tab. If you have questions
about specific standards or the curriculum for a particular subject area, please contact the appropriate
curriculum instructional leader.
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