DECEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER
WHS is committed to providing a safe and intellectually challenging environment that will
empower students to become innovative thinkers, creative problem-solvers, effective
communicators, and inspired learners prepared to thrive in the twenty-first century.
____________________________________________________________________________
PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE

The month of December is an incredibly busy time at Weston High
School as we celebrate 26 Days of Kindness in memory of the
victims of Sandyhook. This year in addition to the individual acts of
kindness, our clubs participated in a variety of activities. Students
collected baby products for Malta House. Our Baking Club gave
away free treats. Young Progressives Club and Student Government
ran a joint operation that called "food pantry pick-ups.” Student
drivers went to a total of forty houses all over Weston to pick up
food for the Weston food pantry collecting over 300 items. Student
Government also provided hot chocolate and cookies for everyone.
The WHS staff donated gift cards to Weston Social Services. The spirit of giving was evident.
WHS is fortunate to have Weston’s Teacher
of the Year and Weston’s Paraprofessional of
the Year in our schools. Pictured on the left
is science teacher Stacey Greenberg who was
honored at the last Board of Education
meeting. On the right is special education
paraprofessional Helene Lepore,
accompanied by Director of Pupil Services
Lois Pernice, honored at the state ceremony.
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
English students engaged in mini-lessons of reading and analyzing “kindness” poetry. All
English teachers, in support of 26 Days of Kindness, selected poems that reiterated the schoolwide goal to treat those around us with compassion. Poems studied in classes included Kindness
by Naomi Shihab Nye and Amendment by Christina Davis. One senior English student
commented that the poem she read, “moved me so much and reminded all of us that we need to
treat each other like we want to be treated.”

English classes participated in the English Department’s annual film analysis unit this month.
The intent of this unit is to develop and sharpen our students’ visual literacy skills. All English
classes met in the auditorium to view Hayao Miyazaki’s Academy Award winning film Spirited
Away. After each viewing, students examined directorial choices as they related to characters,
themes, and storytelling; analyzed the purpose of the visual metaphors; and engaged in focused
evaluation of selected screen shots. Each course will have a common final assessment where
students will be expected to demonstrate their ability to be thoughtful and analytical viewers.
The Writing Center continues to be a popular resource for students and teachers with 81 students
visiting last month. Approximately 53% of those students were first time visitors. Mrs. Davies
and Mrs. Gleason also visited 16 classes working with many different subjects to help students
enhance their writing. From freshman Biology and Modern World Studies to AP US History and
AP Latin, students reviewed thesis statements and revised rhetorical analysis papers. As we
begin to look forward to midterms, we urge all students to make appointments to meet with us
and review their work!

Math students were involved in a variety of hands-on learning
experiences this month. Pictured are Algebra I students engaged in a
Barbie Bungee activity related to linear functions. Geometry classes
measured the heights of tall objects around campus by using the
concept of similar triangles. Honors Geometry students learned how to
formulate an argument based on logic and facts as part of their study of
proofs. Pre-calculus students will begin their “Get a Life” project,
which relates to their study to exponential functions.
Personal Finance students attended the Financial Reality Fair at
Western CT State University. The purpose of the fair was for students
to use their knowledge of how to set up and work with in a
budget. They were given a worksheet that assigned them a career,
salary, credit score, student loans, forced savings, and credit card
debt. Students had to go from booth to booth and make decisions on
everything from buying furniture to buying a car within their monthly
budget. This was a wonderful experience that to put into action the
skills learned in class.

Music classes were busy preparing for our concert
series this month, which began on December 5th
with the band program. Concert Band, Symphonic
Band, Wind Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble
presented a varied program with music from
classical to popular. The Orchestra and Choir
presented their concert on December 14th and
featured winds from the Wind Ensemble in this
combined concert.
Senior Jane Paknia traveled to Florida with the National Association for
Music Education (NAfME) National Honor Bands Festival. Top musicians
from each state in the country performed together. Jane performed under
the baton of nationally acclaimed conductor T. Andre Feagin. This is the
highest honor a high school student can achieve at the national music
level. Jane is also a member of the Lincoln Center Jazz Band under the
direction of internationally acclaimed musician Todd Stohl.

Physics spent several days designing and implementing an experiment
in which they found coefficient of friction between materials of interest
in their unit on forces. They incorporated their findings into a letter
sent to someone who would benefit from learning of these results.
Recipients of letters included sneaker companies, to scientists in Japan.
One interesting element of this laboratory experiment is that many of
these materials had never been tested before, and our students might be
the first to find this precise coefficient of friction value

Environmental science students participated in another program by.
Animal Embassy. Students were treated to visits with an American
alligator, two chinchillas, a three-legged wood turtle, an African
bullfrog, an Amazon tree boa, and an eagle-owl, among other animals.
Chris Evers of Animal Embassy talked with the students about
conservation methods and how monitoring endangered species is a
way of evaluating environmental health.

Advanced Video students have been working on the
Connecticut DMV Teen Safe Driving PSA
contest. This year the videos must engage an audience
in seeing and understanding positive examples of how
to prevent tragedies, crashes, injuries and deaths.
Studies show that positive reinforcement has a stronger
and sounder effect on changing or influencing behavior.
Facing History and Ourselves students visited recently the 9/11 Museum
and Memorial this month. As part of the unit on Historical Legacies and
Memory, students explored the purposes of both the memorial and museum
along with the artistic and design choices of the creators. Students will use
insight from this field trip when they design their own memorials to the
Holocaust in a few weeks.

AP Psychology and Animal Behavior students attended a presentation
given by the Westport K9 Unit officers and dogs. The students saw how
the officers employ the use of classical and operant conditioning to train
both Atlas and Kodak who work daily patrols and in the narcotics
unit. The students were amazed to see the impacts of positive
reinforcement in the shaping of the dogs’ behavior and have a stronger
understanding of course material as a result of this experience. Special
thank you to Weston School Resource Officer Joe Mogollon for working
to set up the presentation
We are proud to announce that our School Resource Officer
Mogollon’s web page is now available at thefollowing link.
https://sro.westonps.org We encourage all families to visit
this page as it has a great deal of information and resources.
Vipin Thekk Director of Ashoka and founder of Parenting
Change makers presented to both the Weston Administrative
Team and 75 district parents on November 28th. The focus of
the speaker was to bring to light ways educators and parents can foster the essential 21st century
skills of empathy, leadership, teamwork and the concept of change making.
Parenting Change makers is a parent-led initiative aimed at creating ideas, tools, and practices to
support children to be change makers, thereby evolving parenting practices of the 21st century.
The presentations were both highly regarded and created a lot of energy to continue our
parenting programming that aligns with our District goals of Emotional Intelligence. The parent
presentation was filmed and will be put on the district website, once the appropriate edits are
finalized. Stay tuned for continued programming.

ATHLETICS
We are so proud of our football team for being
recognized for their sportsmanship. WHS Football
was awarded the SWC Sportsmanship Award as
well as the Colonial Football Officials Association
Award for their exemplary sportsmanship. Our team
had a successful season missing the state
tournament by the narrowest of margins. On a
similar note, Girls’ Volleyball was also recognized
with the SWC Sportsmanship Award. Every fall
team received outstanding sportsmanship
recognition from our league. Our girls soccer team had a great run in the CIAC Class M State
Tournament making it all the way to the state semifinals before falling 3-2 to the eventual state
champions, Granby Memorial.
CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS
Circle of Friends held a Bake Sale on November 20 to raise funds to support the Unified Sports
program. We would like to give a shout out to Club presidents, Juliana Koller, Charlotte Glick
and Rachel Gelfand for organizing the fundraiser. Circle of Friends hosted an after school
Holiday party on December 18 for Unified Sports.
Unified Sports meets Monday after school in the gym. Our team is off to a great start this year
under the leadership of Coach Tom Curley and student leaders Ben Averick, Chris Fruhbeis and
Sam Parks. Winter activities include fitness training, basketball, yoga and bowling.
LLC MAKER SPACE
The ‘Hats for Homeless Knitting Project’ returned for its
second year in the Library Learning Commons Maker Space.
Yarn generously donated by the community have yielded 46
hats this season, all knitted by students and staff from Weston
High School as well as the Weston Public Schools Central
Office. All hats will be donated to the midnight run in
January.
Spanish Club visited the Open Door Shelter in South
Norwalk and assisted in a program that gave free haircuts to
people in need. Spanish club members also organized and
separated the bags of clothes donors donate. Pictured are
Alicia Salcedo, Claire Magee, Parsia Daghoghi.
Thomas Bogaev also supported the Open Door Shelter in at
his exhibition at the Rockwell Gallery in Wilton. Proceeds
from his photographs went to support the work at this important organization.

Latin Club and Latin Honors Society held their second annual Toga for
the Day Fundraiser d Students put money toward the name of a teacher they
want to see wear a toga for a day. The teacher with the most money wears
the toga and picks the charity to which all the money is donated. This year,
Mr. Risoli won, and $150 was donated to the Tyler Byrne Education Fund.

ALUMNI NEWS
Sebastian Forero, Class of 2017, recently sent calculus teacher Ms.
Michelangelo the following email thanking her for everything she
taught him last year.
“ wanted to email you and tell you that everything you taught me in
Calc I have been having to use here in Wisconsin and it makes my
life so much easier. I even taught my TA and all my other
classmates one day the curve graph you used to have on the board.
You know like where F'(x)>0 and F''(x)>0 then the curve on F(x) is
going in a certain direction. Well one day I showed my TA and
classmates the 4 possible curves and I heard them all writing it down
in their notes. And then out of nowhere today my TA decided during
our review session for our exam tomorrow to include the curves I
learned from you. It was really funny. Looks like he really liked the
way you teach. Thanks for being a great math teacher Ms.
Michelangelo.”
As a freshman at MIT, Hamilton Forsythe, Class of 2017, is making
conference wide headlines. In his first career game, he came off the
bench to lead all scorers with 29 points, 24 of which came from
beyond the three point line. In the ensuing eight games, Hamilton
has continued to garner attention throughout NCAA Division III
Basketball, as he leads the 8th ranked Engineers in several categories
including points per game, field goal percentage, free throw
percentage and three point field goal percentage.

