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Weston High School

Lisa Deorio, Principal

In this issue… Principal’s Update
Awards and Recognitions
PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
The high caliber of student musicianship at Weston High School makes us very proud as a school
community. As the school year draws to a close, we would like to recognize the tremendous talent of
our students in this spectacular program.
In mid-May, 10 of the high school ensembles gave exceptional performances, which included some
incredible collaborations. Arthur Lipner, renowned mallet legend, played with students at our spring
concert, and symphony orchestra and chamber singers combined for a stellar performance of
Vivaldi's “Gloria” at the choir concert.
This concert season also featured several world debuts. The Jazz program premiered Arthur Lipner's
brand new chart: “Cabana de La Sol,” and the string orchestra premiered junior Doran Sekaran's
second original composition, “Childhood Memories.”
The band's pops concert highlighted both the jazz and band programs culminating with Sousa's
famous “Semper Fidelis.” The choirs serenaded their audience with a variety of genres including
traditional Scottish tune “Loch Lomond,” pop ballad “And So It Goes,” by Billy Joel, the classic and
sacred, “Ave Maria,” and culminating with an all-choir finale of “Elijah Rock!” The Orchestras
performed movements of Dvorak's “Serenade in E for Strings,” and ensemble favorite, “Aboriginal
Rituals.”
Art Jam 2018 was held on May 17 with music and activities. The district-wide student art show was
well attended and showcased their awesome art work.
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Civil Engineering and Architecture students practiced their surveying
skills by taking elevation measurements around Revson field this spring.

The Weston High School Junior-Senior Prom was held
on May 18, 2018 at the Trumbull Marriot. It was a
resounding success, a fun time was had by all.

Weston High School held its 48th Annual
Commencement on Friday, June 22,
2018. Matthew Sydney gave the valedictory
address and closing remarks were given by James
Joyce, SGA Co-President.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
The 2018 recipient of the David Trigaux Innovation Award by the
Weston Education Foundation (WEF) is Mathematics Curriculum
Instructional Leader, Ms. Russo. This annual award celebrates “a
teacher who has demonstrated an unusual level of originality and
dedication toward creative teaching.” WEF representatives,
Superintendent Dr. McKersie, and Assistant Superintendent Dr.
Craw, surprised Ms. Russo in her classroom this month
announcing the award in front of her proud students.
Nathan and David Katz won 1st place and Sofia Bara, Sara Gibek, and
Anna Brosnihan won 3rd place in the 2018 DMV-Travelers Teen Safe
Driving Video Contest. This year's theme was Teen Safe Driver: Could
This Be You? Every Second Matters. The contest received 173
submissions, the most ever in the contest history. Congratulations to
both teams.

Matthew Sydney, Class of 2018 Valedictorian, was honored as a
National Merit Scholarship Winner. He received a $2,500 scholarship
sponsored by the College Board.
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Susannah Keith and James Joyce were honored by the Board of Education for
their years of service and dedication.

WHS Company traveled to the Palace Theater in Waterbury to perform and
participate in the 15th Annual Halo Awards. We are so proud of our students for
their spirit and accomplishments. WHS was recognized for:





Best Classical Musical for South Pacific.
Best Scenic Design for All My Sons.
Best Lead Actress in a Classical Musical: Izzy Angeli for her role in
South Pacific.
Special Recognition Award, No Small Parts: Emma Rogers for her role in South Pacific.

On May 21, Company performed the student-run night of the performing arts
in Dialogue. WHS students wrote and performed skits and sang songs from
some of their favorite Broadway musicals. Student crews assisted with
lighting, sound, and costumes. It was a very enjoyable evening!

Senior Peyton Spandow won first place in the Sexual Harassment Awareness
Month PSA Contest. The mission of The Center for Sexual Harassment Crisis
Counseling and Education (The Center) is to provide counseling and support
services victims of sexual assault and to eliminate sexual violence throughout the
community-wide programs.
The Weston High School Mock Trial Team was recognized at the Civics First Annual Award Dinner
on May 31, 2018. The team, which competed in the final round of competition, was presented with the
inaugural Professionalism and Civility Award for their exemplary conduct during the months-long
competition. In particular, Civics First Board President Jonathan Weiner commended the team for
their leadership and kindness in reaching out to younger participants from other schools to offer advice
for the future. Team member Abby Glasberg was recognized as the Best High School Witness for
2017-2018. The team also received the Connecticut State Second
Place award.
The team was led by senior captains Max Chayet and Matthew
Sydney, joined by senior James Joyce and juniors Jane Burdett,
Abby Glasberg, Brendan Moore, Beck Reiferson, Owen Tanzer,
and Carolyn Zech. Many of them were members of the 2015-16
state championship team that went on to compete in the 2016 National Championship in Idaho.
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Weston High School teacher Laura Del Savio is the team advisor, and Carl Bernstein and Kate Moore
serve as the team’s attorney coaches.
The Weston Against Cancer event had a great turnout. We estimate that we had approximately 300
people attend throughout the day. I had the pleasure of walking around the event, and it looked as if
everyone was enjoying themselves, from the younger kids having fun at all the activities, to the adults
having the chance to relax and enjoy the food trucks and the bands. With a few donations still rolling
in, it looks like we're going to end our year having raised over $15,000. We're hoping to grow Weston
Against Cancer and make it a town staple!

Anne Graham is retiring from Weston Public Schools
after 45 years of outstanding service. Anne will be sorely
missed, and we wish her all the best in her retirement.
Also retiring are Linda Hicks and Marilyn Moks. We
thank them for their years of service and wish them well.

Congratulations to Tom Grace on his appointment as Assistant
Principal of East Ridge Middle School (Ridgefield, CT). We wish
you all the best in your new position. Thank you for your years of
service as a teacher and a swim coach.
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Weston Middle School

Dan Doak, Principal

In this issue… Representative from Senator Murphy’s Office speaks to Seventh Graders
Sixth Grade Pre-Algebra Students Complete “Magic Square”
Science Students Observe Effects of Environmental Changes
Music Department Ends Year on a High Note
Sixth Grade Students Visit Sound Waters
Eighth Graders Honored at State-Wide Banquet
School Spirit on Display for Warrior Day
REPRESENTATIVE FROM SENATOR MURPHY’S OFFICE SPEAKS TO SEVENTH
GRADERS
Seventh grade students welcomed a guest speaker to WMS as
part of their ongoing study on population changes and
immigration around the world. Joanne Cannon, Deputy State
Director for the Office of Senator Chris Murphy, spoke to the
students about the process of immigrating to the United States
and how Congressional offices assist with the navigation of
immigration policy. Students were able to see the different
pathways individuals can take in coming to the United States,
along with hearing about experiences of people in the
Connecticut community apply for and receiving US citizenship.
Our seventh graders asked some great questions to further explore how policy can impact the
movement of people from place to place—part of the essential question of our unit on population
studies.
SIXTH GRADE PRE-ALGEBRA STUDENTS COMPLETE “MAGIC SQUARE”
Students in Mr. Reddington’s sixth grade pre-algebra class completed a performance task called The
Magic Square Performance Task. The performance task is a fun, engaging way for sixth grade
students to show what they have learned throughout the course of the year.
The basic idea of the performance tasks is that students choose three tasks assigned point values from
one through nine. The three tasks point values must add up to 15 points. For example, a group can
choose to do the three-point task, the five-point task and the seven-point task. The greater the point
value, the more challenging the task.
The possible tasks to complete in point value order are:
(1) Create a word cloud.
(2) Create three math memes.
(3) Create a vocabulary crossword puzzle & word search.
(4) Write a short story or poem.
(5) Create a Kahoot game.
(6) Create a problem solving assignment (similar to what a teacher may create as a problem solving
worksheet).
(7) Write and record a song.
5

(8) Make an instructional video (student may make a music video, animation, and so forth).
(9) Design and give a class lesson.
Each task required students to demonstrate an understanding and knowledge of one unit that was
studied this school year, and a different unit for each task. There was also a reflection and presentation
involved at the end.

SCIENCE STUDENTS OBSERVE THE EFFECTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES
In this activity, Ms. Kovac’s students are observing the effects of environmental changes on a yeast
population by observing changes in the amount of oxygen in the environment. Students see first-hand
that like yeast, all living things must live in an ecosystem where they can find food, ideal temperatures,
and much more.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT ENDS YEAR ON A HIGH NOTE
The middle school concert season has drawn to a close with tremendous success. All ensembles
progressed in leaps and bounds since the beginning of the year, and serenaded family members and
friends at three concerts given in mid-May.
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The Band Concert featured the 6th, 7th and 8th grade bands, WMS Jazz Band and Jazz Lab the first
week of May. The audience was treated to a variety of favorites from Disney’s Moana and The
Incredibles, to “Happy” by Pharrell. The bands celebrated that it was the first concert for some of our
sixth graders and the final concert for all of our eighth graders. We are so proud of all of our students
for putting on a fabulous show. The top-rated jazz groups impressed with their cool grooves and
creative improvisation!
The Weston Middle School choirs had a fantastic end of year
performance featuring song favorites like “Somebody to Love” by
Queen, “I want you back” by the Jackson Five, “Can You Feel the
Love Tonight” from the Lion King, and “How Far I’ll Go” from
Moana. Karl Schultz also joined the WMS Chamber Singers as a
student accompanist.
After a tornado postponement, the Weston Middle School Orchestras
wowed their audience with pieces like Mozart's 40th Symphony (6th),
Fantasia on a Theme from Thailand (7th), Overture to the Wind
(Chamber), and the Peer Gynt Suite (8th). Ava Cho and Harrison
Moy were honored as this years' exemplars of Orchestra Excellence,
and the concert ended with a rocking eighth grade rendition of Panic!
at the Disco's "Victorious"... yes you are, eighth grade!
The high caliber of student musicianship at Weston Middle School is something that our community
has come to expect, but special recognition must be given for the tremendous talent that is fostered
here. WMS Music is a spectacular program that rises far above the national 'standard,' thanks the hard
work of WMS music students, teachers, support from families, and a community that values the
performing arts. Play on, Weston!
SIXTH GRADERS VISIT SOUND WATERS

EIGHTH GRADERS HONORED AT STATE-WIDE BANQUET
On June 4, 2018, Weston eighth graders Ciarán Brennan and Carly Seigel received Scholar Leader
Awards from the Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS). At its 34th annual awards banquet in
Southington, CAS recognized middle school students from across the state who have demonstrated
"outstanding scholarship and leadership in school and community." Weston Middle School teachers
Thomas MacDonald and Andrew Marone joined Ciarán and Carly for the presentation.
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Weston Intermediate School

Pattie Falber, Principal

In this issue…Third Grade Endangered Animals AIM Unit
Fourth Grade Science
Fifth Grade Science
Fairfield Historical Society Field Trip
Chorus, Band and Orchestra Concerts
Field Days
Fifth Grade Barbeque
Fifth Grade Celebration
THIRD GRADE ENDANGERED ANIMALS AIM UNIT
Over the last several weeks the WIS LLC was transformed into an information and advocacy center for
endangered animals as our third graders presented the findings of their AIM Endangered Animal
Research Project. Parents and other attending adults learned about the impact of climate change on
polar bears, the perils of pollution on sea otters, and the woes of habitat destruction for gorillas. The
presentations ended with a call to action and informed viewers of practical ways they can help these
animals including reducing the use of fossil fuels, eliminating the use of plastic straws and water
bottles, and supporting the establishment of wildlife sanctuaries. Those who attended left with a
wealth of information about the endangered animals around the world. Great job third graders!

FOURTH GRADE SCIENCE
To culminate their recent study of force and motion, the fourth grade students participated in an
inquiry project to create a jet toy. The students worked together in a small group to apply their
learning and create a jet toy made of recycled materials and powered by a balloon. Their first task was
to have the jet toy travel in a straight line, and then decide how to change it so that it could travel a
further distance, hold weight, travel faster, or travel the longest. There were some serious discussions
which resulted in lots of experimentation along the halls of the fourth grade classrooms.
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FIFTH GRADE SCIENCE
The fifth grade students have been studying the Sun, Earth and Moon, as well as space and its varied
elements. The students are currently involved in an inquiry project that started with revisiting
Newton’s Laws, and reviewing principles they had learned in fourth grade. This information was used
as a foundation for the students to build off of when conducting their pop rocket lab. In this lab, they
applied inquiry skills to execute an experiment where a control would be conducted, a question would
be created, and a variable would be tested in an experiment of their own design. This study culminated
with the students building and launching bottle rockets based off of the same principles. This
challenging activity has become a fifth grade tradition that all students look forward to completing.

FAIRFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY FIELD TRIP
To support their study of the American Revolution, the
fifth grade students visited the Fairfield Historical Society.
They learned about the challenges of a soldier’s life
during the Revolution, and saw the essential items a
soldier had to carry, felt what a wool uniform would feel
like, and learned how a musket was fired. They also
walked through the Town Green and learned how the
town was attacked and the main village burned in 1779
before visiting some of the taverns and houses that
survived the burning. A highlight of the trip was a
scavenger hunt through the Old Burying Ground. The hunt helped students
uncover fascinating details on the lives of the Puritans, colonial settlers, soldiers and sailors.
CHORUS, BAND AND ORCHESTRA CONCERTS
The end of the school year brought final concerts for our chorus, band and orchestras. On Wednesday
evening, May 30 the fifth grade band, and fourth and fifth grade choruses started off the evening
concerts. The band played a variety of fun pieces including one
that featured our five trombone players. The choruses followed
with songs from popular Disney
shows, such as The Muppet Movie,
South Pacific, and Wizard of Oz,
and ended with a high-spirited,
choreographed song, “You’re
Welcome” from Moana. The
following Wednesday, June 6, the
Orchestras took the stage, and the
floor as we had almost 80 students performing in the fourth grade
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orchestra, and 50 fifth graders. The concert began with the fifth grade orchestra. They played several
musical pieces that ranged from rhythm and blues to classical, and included a beautifully played
version of “Canon in D,” by Pachelbel that included harpsichord accompaniment by Erik Paul. The
Out-of-the-Box players performed next. This group of students is an ensemble of more advanced
string players and they ended their performance with Beethoven’s “Finale, from Symphony No.5 in C
Minor.” The fourth grade Orchestra followed with a series of French and American folk songs. The
concert ended with all three ensembles playing together in “Ode to Joy,” by Beethoven.
FIELD DAYS
The third and fourth grade field day was held on Wednesday, June 6. Although the weather was a little
chilly, especially for June, the students didn’t mind and had a lot of fun. They participated in a variety
of fun activities on the high school field that included relay races, an
inflatable slide, and a class vs. class tug of war. A
thank you goes to the PTO who once again rented
a huge inflatable slide that added to the enjoyment
of the day. The fifth graders traveled to Sherwood
Island State Park in Westport for their field day.
Under beautiful blue skies, the fifth graders took
part in a series of relay races and games, and enjoyed a picnic under the trees.
The day ended with a high-spirited, competitive game of tug of war with
classes battling it out for the champion spot. It was a fun day for all.
FIFTH GRADE BARBEQUE
Before leaving WIS, the fifth graders were treated to a grade-wide
barbeque by the PTO. The parents grilled hamburgers and hot dogs,
and provided watermelon, chips and Gatorade for the students to
enjoy in a picnic-style lunch. Afterward, the classes enjoyed an
afternoon of class vs. class kickball around the high school turf. It
was a beautiful day and the students had a lot of fun being all
together as fifth graders.
FIFTH GRADE CELEBRATION
Each year we set aside time to acknowledge our fifth graders and all they have accomplished during
their three years at WIS, and to recognize this important milestone before heading off to middle school.
These have been busy years for the students so there
was much to celebrate and remember. Each student
had made a slide that captured their favorite memories
while at WIS, which were all featured in a grade-wide
slide show during the celebration. To end the
ceremony, the students joined together to sing a
rousing rendition of, “Best Day of My Life” by
American Authors. Afterward, families, students and
staff came together to celebrate with a reception in the
courtyard courtesy of the PTO and fourth grade parents. We will miss our fifth graders, but wish them
well as they move to the next chapter of their educational journey.
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Hurlbutt Elementary School

Laura Kaddis, Principal

In this issue…Schoolwide Events
PTO
Class of 2028
Second Grade Concert
Field Day
SCHOOLWIDE EVENTS
It is a sure sign that summer is on the horizon when we
get ready for the Memorial Day Fair! Our amazing PTO
outdid themselves again this year as we hosted a fun
filled weekend on the Hurlbutt South House field. In
partnership with the WIS PTO, and supported by the
entire community, our Memorial Day Fair had some
record breaking days. We opened on Friday night with
an all-time high ticket sales. The community spirit was
evident as students of all ages and their families enjoyed
the rides, games, and food on that beautiful evening. It
takes a tremendous amount of volunteer hours and effort
to run this event, and this year the PTO and community
came together again to make this event possible. This event has become a trademark of the Weston
community.
The excitement leading up to the fair is captured at school through our second grade Cornerstone
Learning Task. Second grade students complete this culminating activity in the weeks leading up to
the fair. Students are challenged to analyze a variety
of cross-disciplinary resources related to the Memorial
Day Fair. These resources include sample maps of fair
layout, lunch surveys, mock newspaper letters to the
editor, and after school activity survey results. Using
critical thinking, students are asked to make a
recommendation, supported by evidence, to make the
fair even better. Our students this year amazed us with
their creative ideas and their supporting evidence. We
had a record breaking year with the number of
students who cited evidence accurately and effectively
to make their point.
Each class then discussed and shared their ideas with their classmates and chose a recommendation
that would then be shared with the PTO. Representatives from each class shared their top proposals
with the PTO executive board. Our PTO listens to the recommendations and often implements the
changes the following year. This year’s recommendations included asking for food that individuals
with allergies or food restrictions could enjoy—for example, vegetarian, vegan, gluten free and nut
free foods. We were so proud that our students thought about fair attendees who may have special
diets or needs. They also suggested more handicap accessible rides and games.
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Brian Chevalier performed “Reading Rocks” at our Summer
Reading Assembly to help kick off summer reading. Students
in all grades sang and danced along to songs based around the
love of reading. He even helped them sing a song about their
librarian, Mrs. Rodko! Our principal for the day, Harper
Wilson, introduced Brian to begin the assembly. Students
then made postcards to remind themselves about summer
reading. Miss Aly from Weston Public Library came and
signed students up for a summer reading program and shared
summer event information.
PTO
Family Fun Night was a huge success. The weather was perfect for this year end event and we had a
record high turnout. Students both past and present flooded the Hurlbutt courtyard to enjoy our annual
event. We celebrated the One School One Program with many crafts and games related to our book
selection, The Adventures of Henry Whiskers. A special treat this year was an author signing with Gigi
Priebe. This is the first year that we read a book by a local author and we were thrilled that she was
able to attend. Gigi spent the evening signing books and was so impressed with our school and how
we celebrate reading. Our PTO expanded the book fair that we traditionally have on this evening. It is
a wonderful way to kick off summer reading by choosing some enticing titles that were on display.
They are already planning on how to change the layout since we had a very long line all night of
families buying books. What an enormous success.
This event is a great example of the wonderful partnership with have with our PTO. Staff, parents and
community volunteers worked side by side to make this a fun event for all.

CLASS OF 2028
Our second grade class took a walk to Weston Intermediate School this month and toured the building.
They were met by Pattie Falber, Principal, and Nicole Wilhelm, Assistant Principal. They started in
the WIS cafetorium for a welcome and then visited the playground, special area classes and a third
grade classroom where they had a question and answer session with the current third graders. They
were very curious to find out about the teachers, lunch options, and what a typical day is like at the
intermediate school. This visit builds excitement and also helps alleviate some concerns and nerves
about what to expect at WIS.
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We love that we can take this walking field trip down the street. It is yet another advantage to having
all of our schools on one campus.
One of our favorite end of year activities is the annual
Poetry Celebration. We gather in the South House
cafeteria to share the joy and fun of poetry. Since
poetry is meant to be read aloud, each class picks a
poem and practices it for a few weeks before this
special day. Each grade level gathers together to hear
classes recite their poem of choice. Our teachers
enhance this experience by teaching the students
movements to act out the poems and they often have
props to help bring their poem to life. We love hearing
all the creative readings of the poems. It is also another opportunity for our young learners to practice
public speaking and performance skills.
SECOND GRADE CONCERT
The second grade concert is always an exciting time of year. We gather in our courtyard, “festival
style” with families sitting in lawn chairs, on blankets and strolling around the beautiful grounds.
Students work hard for months learning a repertoire to showcase everything they have learned
throughout the school year. During this preparation, students use their skills of singing in tune and
singing for a purpose. They learn how to work together to make music and sing as a group. This year,
they sang music that displayed their ability to sing both melodically and with excitement. Every year
the second graders strive to put on a meaningful performance and this year was no exception! We are
so proud of all they have learned this year in music, and it was rewarding to see how confident they
have grown in their performance skills as well.
FIELD DAY
All classes enjoyed a beautiful day of sports and activities for our annual field day. Students engaged
in various activities such as team relay races, water activities, jumping in bounce houses and
parachutes. Thanks to the many parents volunteering to work each station, and our PTO’s donation of
the bounce houses. Field day was a huge success.
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