Weston P ub lic S c h o ols

Noteworthy Achievements and Accomplishments
2016 – 2017
Weston High School - WHS Weston Intermediate School - WIS
Weston Middle School - WMS Hurlbutt Elementary School - HES

Academic Excellence
		

ranks WHS #2 in Connecticut
and #231 nationally.

The Class of 2017 had 27 Advanced Placement (AP) Scholars,
14 AP Scholars with Honors, 54 AP Scholars with Distinction,
and 16 National AP Scholars.
Ninety percent of the 730 AP exams taken in the spring of
2017 scored 3 or better on a 5-point scale.
The Class of 2017 had a 31% acceptance rate with the most
competitive colleges and a 57% acceptance rate with highly
competitive colleges.
WHS had 18 commended students recognized in the 2017
National Merit Scholarship Program.
Fifty WHS students participated in the 2017 American Mathematics Competition in February. One 11th grade student
ranked in the top 5% nationally.
The WHS Science Olympiad team took home first place in
Astronomy and an overall top 10 finish in the state competition held at UCONN.
At the United Nations Conference at UCONN, one 11th grade
student was awarded “Most Improved Delegate” and one
10th grader was recognized as “Best Delegate.”
WMS participated in the American Mathematics Competition. One sixth grader and two eighth grade students scored
in the top five percent of all test takers worldwide.
WMS math team tied for first place in the Fairfield County
Junior Math League competition.
WMS eighth grade mock trial team finished second in the
state finals in the Middle School Mock Trial competition.
A team of WIS students placed second in the Connecticut
Odyssey of the Mind state finals at Southern Connecticut
State University and went on to compete in the World
Finals.
WMS and WHS world language students were recognized at
the annual World Language Celebration for their outstanding performance in the national exams (French, Latin, and
Spanish). Students earned gold, silver, and bronze medals.
Forty-nine students from grades 4 and 5 participated in
Math Olympiad teams at WIS.
Over 140 fourth and fifth grade students designed and
carried out inquiry projects in the WIS Third Annual Science
Fair.
Two WMS math teachers won the David Trigaux Award
from the Weston Education Foundation for high levels of
creativity in teaching in May 2017.

A WHS student was the Connecticut affiliate winner of the
National Center for Women in Technology Award for Aspirations in Computing.
A WMS seventh grade student was selected to serve on the
Nutmeg Book Award Selection Committee.
Supporting the WMS goal to cultivate global citizenship, seventh grade students created and maintained
a hydroponic garden system in the middle school.

Digital Learning
& Technology
WHS Videography students received a third
place and an honorable mention in the
C-SPAN StudentCam documentary competition, an annual national video documentary
competition encouraging students to think
critically about national and local issues.
The WMS Robotics Club competed in the New England
Region Middle School Championship where they earned an
invitation to compete in national open competition.
Fifty percent of WHS PLTW (Project Lead The Way) technology students were eligible for college credit through a
combination of their year-long GPA and performance on a
national end-of-course exam.
Students grades 1–5 participated in “Hour of Code,” a worldwide learning event as part of Computer Science Education
Week sponsored by Code.org.
Advanced videography class created daily video morning
announcements for WHS students. Each morning students
wrote a script and shared a news clip.
The high school technology department supported growing
interest by offering six sections of pre-engineering courses.
Four WHS students were awarded first place
in the annual public service announcement
competition sponsored by the Connecticut
Department of Motor Vehicles promoting teen
safety behind the wheel.
Two WHS students won first place in the School for Ethical
Education’s 2016-17 Academic Integrity PSA Contest.

The Arts
WHS Symphony Strings, Wind
Ensemble, and Chamber Singers
received a superior rating for their
performances at the Rhythms
International Festival in Montreal,
Canada.
Four WHS students were honored at the State of CT
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Exhibition: one Gold Key
for Fashion Design Portfolio; two Silver Key awards for
Photography; one Honorable Mention for Photography.
The WMS Jazz Band, Chamber Orchestra, and Chamber
Singers took top honors at the Music in the Parks
Adjudication Festival in Massachusetts.
The eighth grade orchestra participated in the Music for
Youth Orchestra Exchange for the 11th year. WMS students
performed with the Haven String Quartet and students
from High Horizon’s and Multicultural Magnet Schools in
Bridgeport.
Ten WHS art students had artwork displayed in the fourth
annual Teen Visions High School Art Exhibition at Sacred
Heart University in February. One student won 2nd place
for her drawing; and two students won 2nd place for their
paintings.
Art Jam, the all-district Art Show, was held
Art Jam! simultaneously at all four schools in a
comprehensive district-wide celebration of student art and
music. This year, special awards were given to high school
seniors at the show.
Four fifth grade WIS students were selected to participate in
the CMEA (CT Music Educators Association) Honors Choir.

Athletics
Six State Championships: Boys Swim and Dive, Girls Swim
and Dive, Boys Skiing, Girls Skiing, Boys Tennis, Girls Tennis.
Seven SWC Championships: Girls Swim and Dive, Boys Indoor
Track, Girls Indoor Track, Boys Skiing, Girls Skiing, Boys
Tennis, Girls Tennis.
794 athletes out of a possible 963, or 82%, earned academic
awards while participating with a GPA of at least 3.0.
WHS was the site of the 2017 Western Connecticut Time
Trials for Special Olympics, with Team Weston competing the
sixth straight year in track and field and aquatics.
WHS had 48 All-State athletes, 10 All-New England athletes,
four All-American athletes.
Of the 22 teams eligible, 20 were recognized for sportsmanship by the SWC.
Over the last 11 years, Weston Athletics has averaged a
participation rate of nearly 70% with just under six State
Championships and seven SWC Championships each year.
WHS Athletics has also averaged just over 48 All-State
Athletes with more than 80% of its athletes earning
academic honors during this same time frame.

In Service To
Others
26 WHS staff and students participated in 26 Days of Kindness,

performing random acts of kindness, in remembrance of
the 26 children and educators of Sandy Hook Elementary
School.
26 National Art Honor Society honored victims of Sandy Hook
with 26 Days of Kindness cards and art installation.
National Spanish Honor Society members mentored children
attending the South Norwalk Community Center after school
program and at Caroline’s House in Bridgeport.
WMS students hosted a Veterans Day celebration and
presented “Stars of Hope” to veterans.
HES students sent “Hurlbutt Hugs” with messages to
hospital patients, soldiers, senior citizens and others.
For the third consecutive year, WHS students have run
a weekly after school Music Mentors program helping
beginning band students to hone their skills.
HES students held a schoolwide coin drive that raised $1,783
to benefit Kids Power Tutoring and Bridgeport Hospital
Children’s Emergency Center.
WHS Pink Aid club members teamed up with a nearby high
school and helped to raise nearly $7,500 at the annual “Pink
Rock” concert.
WIS students raised over $2,500 in their “All for One Books”
collection, which was used to provide books for a school in
Bridgeport.
The WHS and WMS Tri-M chapters participated in the
Holiday Caroling fundraiser to support Make-A-Wish, St.
Jude’s and the Keys program.
The Art with a Heart club at WHS continued to
fundraise to support Vuria, their African elephant; and
collected art materials for The Children’s Hospital in
Philadelphia.
WHS students sponsored a pie-throwing contest in honor of
Pi Day. Proceeds were donated to Save the Children.
WHS English classes raised funds for
the CMAK Foundation, which provides
children, ages 6-12, with a non-competitive
environment to discover the sport of
triathlon.
WMS Student Government Association collected over 60
bags of food for Weston Food Pantry in the fall, and in spring
prepared a meal at the Gillespie Center in Westport.
WIS students held a school-wide community service project,
“Neighbors helping Neighbors,” to fill the Weston food
pantry with a variety of kid-friendly food and supplies.
HES students collected canned goods for those in need
during the week leading up to the “Souper Bowl.”
WIS students created hundreds of Valentine’s Day cards for
veterans and members of the police force, thanking them
for their service.
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