Welcome to Craig S. Tunks, Ph.D., Director of Digital
Learning and Innovation

T

he Weston Board of Education welcomes Craig S. Tunks,
Ph.D. as Director of Digital
Learning and Innovation. He
will lead the district in a new
direction, combining the roles
of information technology and
educational technology. In addition to his work with the school
district, Dr. Tunks will oversee
the technology operations of
the Town of Weston. In expanding the job description, the
Board of Education recognizes
the importance of innovation in
technology as we seek to leverage technology in the classroom.
Dr. Tunks comes to Weston from Ridgefield Public Schools where
he has served as Director of Technology, School Security, and Operations Development since 2012. Prior to his work in Ridgefield,
he served as Director of Operations, Technology, and Performance
Management at Monroe Public Schools from 2010-2012 and
Director of Technology from 2004-2010. Dr. Tunks holds a Ph.D.
in Education, a Master of Science in Computer Science, a Master
of Science Certificate in Information Systems Security, a Master of
Science Certificate in Information Systems/Information Technology,
and a Bachelor of Science. In addition, he will soon complete his
D.P.S. in Computer Science.
Dr. Palmer, Superintendent of Schools, stated: “We are very excited
that Dr. Tunks will be joining the Weston Public Schools team. He
brings a wealth of experience, and will be a driving force behind
technology innovation and digital learning in Weston. Dr. Tunks
will also oversee the technology operations for the Town of Weston
which will further the ongoing and successful process of integrating
the technology services of the school district and the town.”

Congratulations to Hurlbutt’s Allison Pregman:
Teacher of the Year

O

ver the twelve years that
Allison Pregman has taught
in the Weston Public Schools, she
has served in many capacities.
Today she is a special education
teacher at Hurlbutt Elementary.
At that school, she began her
career as a preschool teacher in
the Early Learning Center/Hand in
Hand program. She then taught in
a collaborative second grade and
has since taught students across
all grade levels at Hurlbutt. Additionally, Allison has served as a
mentor to middle and high school
students wishing to learn about early childhood education.
Allison’s flexibility and willingness to support all students and
teachers make her a true team player. Her colleagues describe her
as a “creative, thoughtful and innovative teacher with outstanding
dedication to all students, not just those with special needs.”
With a Bachelor’s degree in communication disorders from the
University of New Hampshire, Allison went on to earn a Master’s
Degree in special education from Simmons College. Committed to
furthering her education, she earned a Master’s in early childhood
education from Southern Connecticut State University and recently
received her certification as a Reading and Language Arts Specialist
from Sacred Heart University. Currently, she is working toward a
Reading Consultant certificate.
Summer finds Allison equally active, leading a popular camp for
Little Explorers and pursuing further career development.
Weston is fortunate to have Allison Pregman on staff. Her commitment to the success of all students and her drive for excellence have
touched the lives of students, families and staff at Hurlbutt.
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school community collected paper bags full
of non-perishable food items to donate to the
Weston Food Pantry.
Civic engagement is an important component
of our K-2 social studies curriculum. This
project demonstrates one’s responsibility to
address social issues and our young learners
took this challenge to heart. The students
were so enthusiastic about the project that
they extended the collections into Hurlbutt’s
One School One Book program. While
reading Mercy Watson To the Rescue by Kate
DiCamillo, the students decided that since
Mercy, the main character, loves toast so much
that collecting breakfast foods would round
out the shelves at the food pantry and ensure
that families in our community get a healthy
start to their day.
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Digital Learning in a Digital World

I

n every facet of our lives we encounter the integration of technology. It is this seamless
interaction with our work, social interchanges, on-demand information, and tools to create and present our ideas that allows us to accomplish things that we could not achieve
otherwise. In a similar manner, digital tools allow us to transform the learning at hand to
accomplish what we could not without it. It is not a matter of just digitizing the same learning
approaches of the past, rather technology enables the school district to create new pathways
and mediums of learning that are more engaging, effective, and personalized for each learner.
Skillfully used, digital tools increase the effectiveness of the teachers in the classrooms, align
with the learning needs of our students, promote higher cognitive skills and expand learning
opportunities.
Colleen A. Palmer, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Technology allows learning to take place beyond the walls of the typical classroom –
anywhere and anytime. It can include online courses, blended or hybrid learning, digital
content and resources, and collaborative learning communities of students and teachers in diverse geographical
locations. It augments and extends learning opportunities for students and professional development for the staff.
The efficiency of offering diverse courses no longer depends on just a critical mass of local students who seek access
to a specific class. With world-wide access to online courses, students have virtually unlimited offerings at their fingertips. Expanding access to these opportunities is a goal of our district. We can leverage our digital resources to link
students to learning environments that we may not offer, or design an online learning experience that is unique to
the needs of a student.
The world has been transformed by technology; education needs to keep pace with our students, digital natives.

Over 120 Young Students Learn to Design, Build and Program Robots

Hurlbutt’s “Paper Bag Challenge” Engages the Whole School Community
urlbutt students continue to
demonstrate kindness and a giving
spirit. Mrs. Fontneau’s second grade class
created a Paper Bag Challenge to gather
donations for families in need. The entire

Weston
Public
Schools

T

First graders Andrew Thomas (left) and
Nathan Kelson pack donations for Weston
Food Pantry
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hrough grants made possible by the
Weston Education Foundation, Weston
Intermediate School (WIS) and Weston Middle School (WMS) launched robotics clubs
during the 2014-15 school year. Robotics has
been a popular STEM* offering in this first
year of implementation. It provides an outlet
for students to apply their math and science
skills in an authentic manner. In addition,
they are developing speaking and listening
skills as well as the capacity to work within
the structure of a team.
The WIS robotics program introduces
students to the foundational concepts,
construction and programming of robots.
Seventy students participate in these eightweek robotics sessions. At WMS, 50 joined
the club and worked together to construct
and program robots using VEX robotics kits.
The process of creating a functioning robot
required students to design, test and refine

their ideas – critical skills in the STEM fields.
Some students progressed to the point of
being able to enter regional competitions
challenging other middle schools and high
schools. In their first year of competition
they were able to place respectably among
the field of entrants.

Students prepare robots for regional competitions.

Showcasing their work with other builders
and inventors from the area, on April 25 the
WMS Robotics Club participated in the WestOur Schools – Our Community

port Mini Maker Faire. Kudos to the middle
school! It will be exciting to see this program
grow and evolve and include high school
students next year.
It would not be possible to run these programs without the support and dedication
of the teacher advisors who work with our
students after school and on weekends.
They have participated in professional
development opportunities to increase their
level of expertise in robotics. Many robotics
clubs also have adult volunteers who stop
in to help coach students in the construction of their robots and to provide outside
feedback. Weston is looking to create a list
of community members who would be interested in helping out or being a guest speaker. If interested, please contact the school
you would be interested in supporting.
* STEM is a commonly used acronym for science,
technology, engineering and mathematics.
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Mission

The mission of the Weston Public Schools, as a caring and supportive community partnership, is to empower each
student to achieve success and contribute to our global society by developing and cultivating character, knowledge and
creativity through a dynamic learning experience that challenges each student to continually pursue personal excellence.
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Weston Musicals: Candy for the Ears and Eyes

Mock Trials: Weston Sweeps State Championships

Student Representatives Complete
Inaugural Term on School Board
by

T

he WHS
musical,
Barnum, was
a resounding
success this
spring. Students
performed the
story of P. T.
Barnum’s rise to
the most famous
showman in
American history,
transforming the
auditorium into
a colorful circus.
Jugglers, clowns, ringmasters and mermaids entertained packed audiences with music
provided by an all-student pit under the guidance of our new band director, Mr. Fisoli.

Unified Sports Benefits All Athletes at High School

U

nified Sports started in 2008
as an outreach of Special
Olympics. In the Unified Sports
team model, each student athlete
with a disability is paired with a
non-disabled student athlete called
a unified partner. The pair train and
compete together to provide both
sports training and peer modeling,
as well as develop friendships and
provide a more positive understanding of students with disabilities.

staff, athletes’ families, Circle of Friends club members and the WHS cheerleaders. This winter the athletes competed in a unified bowling event with Joel
Barlow High School.
We plan to host a
spring unified track
event with other SWC
Unified Teams.

Feedback from the
unified partners has
been extremely positive. One of the partners is hoping to do
In the spring of 2014, WHS started his senior internship
in the Community
a Unified Sports team with a grant
from Special Olympics Connecticut. Class due to the benefit he felt he received
There are currently five athletes
from his experience
and five to seven unified partners
as a unified partner.
that meet after school to train.
Our student athletes with special needs look forward
This past fall we invited Masuk High
to the practices and enjoy the camaraderie they have
School to a unified soccer event.
developed.
This competition was attended by

Jackson Marvin

W

MS Short Wharf performed The Music
Man Jr. this past January. The story of
the man who enlivened a small town with
the power of music was brought to life on our
stage by a talented group of middle school
students. This production was fantastic fun
for all.
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Jack Seigenthaler

T
WHS Mock Trial Team – Left to right: Sam Glasberg, Ben Muller, Micah Zirn, Scarlett Machson,
Jack Seigenthaler, Zoe Howard, Dennis Tracey, Cameron Edgar, Ursula Alwang, Alex Ishin

here is a natural dissociation between
a school district’s administration and its
students: we students often see the highest
authorities in our system as simply disciplinarians, and the leadership in the district
may cease to see students as individuals as
it oversees the education of thousands of
kids. It’s not hard to imagine that in many
public school systems this gap is rendered
unbridgeable.
This is not the case in Weston.
We have been fortunate to serve this past
year as the founding student representatives to the Board of Education. We would
be remiss if we didn’t thank Dr. Palmer, Mr.
Schaefer, and the entire Board for welcoming us with open arms – not to mention our
principal, Ms. Deorio.

T

his year, more than fifty 4th and 5th graders
in WIS’s theater group, Showstoppers,
proved that “rock ‘n roll is here to stay.” They
sang their way through the 50s in the musical,
At the Bandstand. For many members of the
cast this was their first time in a musical, and
they were all amazing.

WMS Mock Trial Team – Front row left to right: Alex Nordlinger, Beck Reiferson, Carolyn Zech
Back row left to right: Annika Mirchandani, Sonia Mody, Roman Scavone, Tobey Bill, Jordan
Davidson, Jane Burdett, Peggy Jorgensen, Brendan Moore, Ava Salhi, Owen Tanzer

Night Game –
Under the Lights

Unified Sports Athletes: Front Row – Rebecca Stuart, Sarah
Stuart, Becky Elkins, Jennifer Altamirano, Ali Cohen, Devon Jacoby.
Back Row – Dan Ungar, Jason Akacki, Ryan Garvey, Miguel Teles,
Berry Phillips, CJ Cenatiempo, Remy Glick, Ben Wittenstein

Thank you to the
community for
your support of our
athletic program.
We are so proud of
the stadium under
the lights, which was
made possible by
the generosity of so
many of our citizens.

To be frank, initially we feared that we
wouldn’t have many opportunities to speak
at Board meetings. We could not have been
more wrong. Not only were we provided our
own space on the agenda to deliver a student report, but we could offer an opinion on
any of the agenda items. We joined discussions on course selection, college admissions
and standardized testing, to name just a few.
This isn’t to overstate our participation. A
good chunk of the conversation covered
material we didn’t understand, and we were
doing our best just to keep up. However, we
were always afforded the chance to raise student concerns, no matter the issue at hand.
We hope that our involvement offered the
Board a different perspective, and we hope
they will re-appoint students to the position in the coming years. It is evident that
Weston’s Board of Education truly regards its
students as individuals, and is committed to
maintain a bridge to its student body.

