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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
In honor of Weston High School’s 50th Anniversary, a new banner
has been prominently placed on our building celebrating the
excellence of our school.
Our school was proud to host a delegation of 30 principals and elite
teachers from the Guangdong Province of China. The group’s
organizer, Zhen Peng, had this to say about their visit “Among all
the visits they have had, the day at Weston stood higher in
exceeding our expectations in every way! The details of hosting,
planning, and considerations you all have put into the visit
profoundly excited the group and sealed this visit
with a learning experience to be remembered for a
long, long time. The school, students, teachers,
and all of you made a wonderful impression on the
delegation. The delegation says that the visit to
Weston is an exemplary case to show effective
leadership in US schools. Great leadership could
be felt through the visit.”
The School Counseling Department visited all junior English classes to introduce students to the postsecondary planning process. They discussed teacher letters of recommendation, scheduling collegeplanning meetings, PSAT results, and had all students complete their post-secondary Game Plan
Survey in Naviance. In addition, they held the Junior College Kickoff, which officially marked the
beginning of the college exploration and application process for the class of 2020. They had their
highest attendance yet at this program. A Senior Parent Coffee was held to discuss the topic,
“Preparing for Early Admissions Decisions to Roll In.” The Department ended the month by
welcoming back WHS Alumni who participated in panel discussions to help prepare current students
for their transition to college.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
The English department participated in a professional development session on November 6, which was
facilitated by Fairfield University English professor, and Writing Center Director, Elizabeth Boquet.
The workshop focused on developing strategies for teaching revision, and running effective writing
conferences with students. Teachers engaged in discussions and activities meant to support all students
in the process.
Ms. Green, our College and Career and Career Counselor, visited Norwalk Community College for
their annual counselor luncheon. She had the opportunity to connect with other counselors from
Fairfield County and learn about NCC's High School Partnership Program, which provides high school
juniors and seniors the opportunity to take up to two college-credit bearing courses per semester free of
charge.
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
This month all students participated in the English Department’s annual film analysis unit. The intent
of this unit is to develop and sharpen our students’ visual literacy skills. All core English classes met in
the auditorium to view Alfred Hitchcock's film, North by Northwest. After each viewing, students
examined directorial choices as they relate to characters, themes, and storytelling; analyzed the purpose
of the visual metaphors; and engaged in a focused evaluation of selected screenshots. Each course has
a common assessment where students are expected to demonstrate their ability to be thoughtful and
analytical viewers.
Students in the PLTW Computer Integrated Manufacturing course
completed their annual chocolate lollipop project and sale. Students
designed, modeled, 3D printed, vacuum formed, and produced
chocolate lollipops and sold them to the student body. Students had to
set price points, develop a logo and company name, decide on
uniforms, and create a full sales booth to create an authentic
experience. The proceeds will be donated this holiday season.
Students from Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance
attended a Financial Reality Fair at Western Connecticut State University on November 14. This
experience taught the students what it’s like to make financial decisions in the real world and how to
better understand the importance of credit scores and credit cards.
Students involved in the Community Creations
Store prepared for their annual sale of gift bags,
ornaments and notecards. This year, there were
also several craft items available for purchase.
Proceeds from the sale help to fund their prevocational projects and fund the store from year
to year. If you would like information on how
you can support our pop-up business, please
contact Nancy Johnston at nancyjohnston@westonps.org.
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In chemistry lab, students collaborated on an
experiment to produce three unknown gases, and
then conducted an experiment to test and identify
the gases. Pictured: Emily Xu and Jack Spencer,
and Jack Morvillo, and Nicole Sztachelski.

The Writing Center continues to work with students on editing and revising their assignments. Last
month, 100 students made individual conference appointments. Writing Center teachers visited 16
classrooms to help students on revising assignments. Included were the 9th grade English classes where
students worked on literary analysis papers on the Elie Wiesel work, Night. Junior classes began
working with the Center on their junior research papers in US History. Next, Writing Center teachers
will visit all sophomore classes to orient students to the portfolio process.
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
WHS Junior, Samantha Meir, along with other dancers from the American Tap Company, represented
the United States as members of the USA Tap Dance Team. They competed for the World
Championships also known as “Olympics of Dance.” The students travelled to Riesa, Germany and
competed against dancers from approximately 30 other countries
CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS
Twenty-five Weston High School students auditioned and were accepted into the
Connecticut Western Region High School Festival, which is a record number for our
school. There will be 13 choir, seven orchestra, four band and one jazz band student
from Weston participating in the festival.
The 13 choir participants are (listed alphabetically): Brooklyn Boehme, MoMo
Burns-Min, Lucas Casellas, Robert Constantine, Tejal Dhiman, Erin Dillon,
Konstantina Gotouhidis, Sophie Lang, Andrew Pappas, Emma Rogers, Joshua Ronai,
Catherine Xie, and Remy Young. The seven orchestra participants are: Ryan Baker, Charlotte Chen,
Margaret Lee, Jessica Li, Harrison Moy, Alejo Navaresse, and Natalie Schreder. The four band
participants are: Rhys Aron, Gabriel Paknia, Benjamin Rosenberg, and Jaden Yon. The jazz band
participant is Ethan Klotz.
On November 30, the Weston High School Choir
performed at the Emanuel Church tree lighting
ceremony.
The WHS Student Government and the Young
Progressives Club received a heartfelt thank you
from Lisa Maxwell-Lewis of the Weston Food Pantry, “On behalf of the
Weston Food Pantry and the many families that we serve, I would like to thank
you, the WHS Student Government and all the student body for supporting the pantry. Due to
everyone’s generosity our shelves are full and many Weston families will be able to fill their cabinets
at home. This is a perfect reminder of how special our community is and how when called
upon...neighbors help neighbors! We thank you once again and look forward to working with the
WHS Student Government on future drives!”
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National Association for Music Education All Eastern Music Festival Update - Two Weston High
School choral students have been accepted into the All Eastern Honors Mixed Choir at the All Eastern
Music Festival. These choristers are selected from students who participated in their All State Festivals
in CT, MA, NY, NJ, DE, RI, MD, ME, PA, VT and NH. The All Eastern Honors Festival will take
place in April in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Members of the Save the Children Club attended an event at the Prospector Theatre in Ridgefield to
raise funds and awareness for Save the Children. The event was a pre-screening of the film Fantastic
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald. It was a successful night of fun and fundraising in support of Save
the Children's mission of giving children a healthy start in life, the opportunity to learn, and protection
from harm.
Weston students Jordan Gladstone, Chris Burns,
Isabella Rondini, Jesse Rosenberg, Sam Parks and
Chris Fruhbeis, as well as Unified Coach, Tom
Curley and Unified Coordinator, Nancy Johnston
attended the annual Unified Sports Leadership
Summit in Rocky Hill on November 30. There
were 23 high schools from across the state in
attendance. The students listened to several inspirational speakers, including Miss Connecticut, and
participated in breakout sessions that shared ideas on how to grow your school’s Unified Sports
Program. Unified Sports meets every Monday from 2:30-3:30 p.m. in the gym.
ATHLETICS
Our fall sports season was a terrific one. WHS had its first-ever win in ESports, its first-ever SWC
Championship in Boys Soccer, and its first trip to the CIAC State Championship Volleyball Match
since the 1970's. Our graduating senior swimmers never a lost single swim and dive meet in their four
years, and capped their legacy with a 4th straight state championship and a 3rd place finish at the state
open meet! Four Weston Athletes signed their National Letter of Intent to continue to compete at the
Division 1 level next year, our girls soccer program was recognized by the Western CT Soccer
Officials Board for their outstanding sportsmanship, and our football team brought home the Turkey
Bowl Trophy by beating Joel Barlow 48-17 on Thanksgiving Eve. Winter sports have started and our
athletes are working very hard to keep this momentum going.
Our school has been recognized by the Colonial Football Officials Association for excellence in
sportsmanship for the 2018 season. A Weston representative was invited to attend the annual banquet
at Anthony’s Lake Club on December 6.
CLUB NEWS
The Weston Against Cancer Club celebrated 'Giving Tuesday' on November
27 by hosting a free bake sale in the high school lobby. Weston students
received their free baked good when they used social media to promote 26
Days of Kindness, Weston Against Cancer, or Giving Tuesday. Pictured left
to right: Chelsea Greenberg, Sophia Balotescu, Lindsey Greenberg, Peri
Ferdinand, Noelle Mendelson, and Julia Reynolds.
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PASSION PROJECT UPDATE
Students in Ms. Kovac's eighth grade trimester one Passion Project class are captured sharing their
passions with their peers. A passion project is a personalized learning experience that is often an
indulgence of a student's desire to learn deeply about a topic, to create something of significance, or to
accomplish something the student always wanted to do. Seen here is a student performing his own
crafted musical composition; students who designed and created custom adapted dog beds for dogs
with various disabilities; and a student’s work that transformed used and worn ballet point shoes into
sentimental artistic keepsakes. A successful project-based learning endeavor for all!

MUSIC STUDENTS SELECTED FOR FESTIVAL
On December 1, many students from our middle school music program
auditioned for the Connecticut Music Educators Association Western
Region Honor Band, Jazz Band, and Choir. We are excited to announce that
15 students were accepted based on their audition and will be representing
Weston Middle School at this festival in March. These students include Karl
Schulz for the Jazz Band, Ramsey Makan for the Band, and for the choir
Kennedy Boehme, Clarisse Braun, Riley Dize, Jonah Frimmer, Olivia
Haliulin, Madeline Lawler, Lulu Mann, Thomas Martin, Alyssa Pignataro,
Madeleine Revzon, Caitlyn Sollazzo, William Stammer, and Avery Tunney.
Congratulations to all!
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WINTER CONCERT SEASON
We had another successful winter concert season, with our band students performing on December 6,
orchestra students on December 11, and choral students on December 12. Congratulations to Mr.
Holmes, Ms. Soboleski, Mrs. Stewart, Mr. Grace and their students on their performances.
SEVENTH GRADERS VISIT THE YALE PEABODY MUSEUM
Almost everyone knows a Brontosaurus skeleton when they see one because almost everyone’s
favorite fossil is a dinosaur. Not everybody is equally familiar with the Brontosaurus skull. The
Brontosaurus at Yale-Peabody Museum comes with a story that is at the heart of the nature of
science. The Next Generation Science Standards clearly identify methods of importing “knowledge of
the tactics and strategy of science to those who are not scientists.” One tenet of the nature of science is
that scientific knowledge itself is open to revision in light of new evidence. It took a lot of discussion
before paleontologists could agree, but in the 1970’s, they accepted new evidence and concurred that
the wrong skull sat on top of Brontosaurus for the past hundred years! At 75 feet in length,
Brontosaurus nearly fills one hall at the museum. It can’t be missed. Nonetheless, Brontosaurus has
on it the skull of an Apatosaurus! The explanation is that the Apatosaurus skull is a far better match
than the Camarasaurus skull that was there before. The lesson is that scientific knowledge, while
durable, has a tentative character, and there is nothing flimsy about keeping an open mind. The
students took that in, as well as a piece of a meteorite that landed in Weston in 1807, fluorescent rocks
from Connecticut, a colony of cutter ants, dodo birds, and a spectacular globe with buttons to press to
light up the location of natural features in the world. Recent discussions in class have emphasized
quantity, scale and proportion with reference to the Solar System and Universe. It was wonderful to
visit the Yale Peabody Museum.

GUARDIANS OF THE WATER GALAXY
Sixth grade students have embarked on an interdisciplinary research
project on a specific water issue of their choosing in a particular part of
the world. Students identify and research the issue, propose a solution,
and identify a real-world audience for their solution. In addition to
focusing on key concepts in science and social studies, students have
been learning research skills and note-taking strategies.
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WESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY SPONSORS ASTRONOMY PRESENTATION
The Weston Public Library Board of Trustees sponsored
“Astronomy for Everyone: Size & Scale of the Universe,” a
presentation by former NASA employee Kevin Manning, in the
WMS Library on November 30, 2018. The topic aligned
perfectly with the seventh grade curriculum. Mr. Manning
enriched, enhanced, and extended our awe of the universe
through his choice of video clips and explanations. He shared
his personal experiences, offering accessibility to his amazing
and fascinating career during which he worked on Chandra Xray telescope and wrote a how-to book about building
telescopes. Mr. Manning described mathematical models that
predict dark matter and dark energy and explained the odds as he
interprets them on whether or not life exists elsewhere in the
universe. He advocates that Pluto should still be classified as a planet, arguing that if the criteria used
to demote Pluto were applied to Earth, then Earth would also not be classified as a planet!
Encouraging one youngster who had questions about building a telescope, he assured her “I think you
can do it,” and then, positively, “you can do it.” Leaving no child with a hand raised, Mr. Manning
answered questions until 10:00 p.m.
Mr. Manning is on a mission, and it appears that he could fill the universe with his enthusiasm. He
shares his passion for astronomy to inspire youngsters to pursue their own wondrous paths. Ironically,
telescopes help us see into the past, the beginning of the universe; Mr. Manning endeavors to
strengthen our future.
STUDENT GOVERNMENT SPREADS HOLIDAY CHEER
SGA members wanted to do something to spread some holiday cheer, so they developed a way for
students and staff to express gratitude to another student or staff member. The SGA provided
snowflake cards that students and staff could use to write a message to a specific person. SGA
members will sort and deliver the cards before break.
The WMS Student Government Association sponsored a holiday toy drive again this year.
The toy drive benefits students at the Geraldine Claytor Magnet Academy in Bridgeport. The
Geraldine Claytor Magnet Academy, formally Columbus Annex School, is a Bridgeport public school
serving students in pre-k through grade eight. Students attending the school typically reside in
Bridgeport’s West End, one of Connecticut’s poorest neighborhoods. Each year, SGA students load
the toys onto a bus and visit the school in Bridgeport to meet the students and sort the donations. Staff
at the school then distribute a bag of toys to each student as part of the school’s holiday celebration.
FRENCH CLUB STUDENTS SEND HOLIDAY GREETINGS TO FRENCH ELDERLY
French Club students in sixth, seventh and eighth grades extended their French skills to the community
through a service project in their December meeting. Students wrote holiday cards to residents in a
retirement home in Lyon, France. It was a wonderful way to practice their writing skills in an
authentic way, and spread some holiday cheer at the same time!
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Pattie Falber, Principal
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GRADE THREE OPINION WRITING
In third grade, our students have begun a unit on opinion writing. During this unit they will learn how
to investigate issues of personal importance in order to convince a designated
audience. Students are generating many different opinion-based ideas and
learning to work within a framework to include
their claim, reasons, and evidence. Ultimately,
students will chose a personal opinion to write a
speech, petition, or essay to convince their
audience of something change-worthy. To
kick-off this unit, students were asked to
convince the administrators that changes needed
to occur at WIS. The administrators were the
audience and received many relevant requests to better our school.
This is exciting in many ways, but most of all, our students are seeing the direct effects of their writing
voice and opinions.
GRADE FOUR INFORMATION READING UNIT
This month, our fourth grade students finished their first information reading unit of the year. In this
unit, students learned how to summarize and analyze non-fiction text by focusing on main ideas and
text structures such as cause and effect, compare and contrast, problem and solution, and narrative.
Students worked in research teams to investigate different aspects of weather and its relationship to
natural disasters, including floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, blizzards, and earthquakes. By investigating
multiple sources on a topic, students were able to synthesize information across texts, articles, and
videos. Finally, groups presented their findings to their classmates. This unit was an incredibly
engaging way to launch our fourth graders into the world of information reading and research on realworld topics of significance.
GRADE FOUR SCIENCE
In science, students began their study of water with a focus on
erosion. This section of the science unit is designed to help them
understand that the amount of erosion in an area, and the type of
material that is moved, is affected by moving water as well as the
speed of the moving water. To further reinforce this understanding,
the students designed and conducted investigations to see how
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moving water can cause changes to land or the course of a stream or river. Using large water tables,
students worked in groups to create “land masses” and watched as water flowed into the land, making
changes as the speed of the water changed. After seeing the effects that water had on land, students
were able to discuss the positive and negative impacts of erosion, and understand that erosion is
constantly reshaping the earth’s land surface.
GRADE FIVE SCIENCE
Grade five students began their second unit of the new science curriculum, Patterns of Earth and Sky:
Analyzing Stars on Ancient Artifacts. Students are taking on the role of astronomers, helping a team of
archaeologists explain the illustrations on a recently discovered,
thousand-year-old artifact with a missing piece. They are using
mathematical thinking to make sense of patterns in the sky, which they
figure out by using physical and digital models and obtaining information
from science books. They are planning and conducting investigations to
figure out how the spin and orbit of our planet are the cause of the daily
and yearly patterns of stars we see in the sky. Through the use of
computer simulations, students
investigated why most stars are not visible in the daytime, and
constructed the idea that the sun, which is a relatively smaller star,
only appears large because it is the closest star to Earth, while other
stars only appear tiny because they are very far away. Students have
also been introduced to some of the features of a scientific
explanation and have composed their own scientific explanations
that address the Chapter 1 Question: Why don’t we see a lot of stars
in the daytime?
GIVING THANKS
November is National Gratitude Month. November was chosen for this designation to complement and
extend the gratitude that we are already express when celebrating
Veterans Day and Thanksgiving. During their time in the LLC,
WIS students learned that gratitude is more than simply saying
“thank you.” Through fictional readings, students explored the idea
that gratitude has the ability to shift us from focusing on the
negative to appreciating what is positive in our lives. To celebrate
National Gratitude Month, all WIS students were asked to think
about what they were grateful for and asked to record their response
on a leaf. Each leaf was added to a Gratitude Tree in the central
hall of WIS for all to see and be reminded to live a life of gratitude.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Last month, WIS students and families participated in a food drive for the Weston Pantry. Over the
two weeks of donations, we collected four full car loads of food, which will enable the Food Pantry to
keep their shelves filled through the holiday season. The Weston Food Pantry services over 70
families in Weston who need assistance with providing food for their families. By running community
service projects such as this, we are able to provide our students with a better understanding of the
needs within our community and the special ways that they can make a difference. Weston is such a
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wonderful community and this outpouring of support serves as another reminder of what makes it so
special. A huge thank you to all who participated.
THIRD GRADE MAKER-TECH CURRICULUM INTEGRATION
As part of their Maker-Tech curriculum, third graders learned how brochures are related to
informational writing. Using a template distributed through Google Classroom, some classes chose to
publish their informational writing pieces as tri-fold brochures. Their self-selected topics ranged from a
tour of WIS to exotic vacation destinations and favorite sports teams. Student-created brochures
included many of the text features taught in Writer’s
Workshop. They also added images found online to engage
their readers. In addition to providing students with an
innovative way to publish their informational writing, this
project also introduced third graders to the importance of
giving credit to their online sources. All images taken from
the internet were required to include a source citation.
Students were very engaged in the brochure creation process
and took great pride in their final product. Mrs. Larrabee’s
class is shown here with their published brochures.

THE WIS LLC
The WIS LLC has had a busy month. In addition to
hosting weekly book exchange, lunch time book clubs
began meeting, fourth grade classes received instruction on
how to evaluate online resources for trustworthiness; the
WIS Student Council reviewed their involvement in the
Veterans Day Celebrations; and the WIS MakerMasters (a
group of fifth grade students 'hired' to help out in the maker
space) held their first meeting. This group of students is
currently exploring the Scratch online coding application in
preparation to lead the Hour of Code instruction in their
classrooms in the upcoming weeks.

WIS PRIDE
Throughout the year our staff has been on the lookout for respectful
behavior, and ‘Paws’ are being awarded to groups of students who
exhibit PRIDE behavior. For every 25 Paws that are awarded, we hold
a school wide celebration. This month our students earned 50 Paws!
The Student Council led a school-wide survey to choose the activity for
the celebration, and the students chose to have 20 minutes of “Drop
Everything and Play.” Students brought in a variety of games to share
with their classmates and teacher, and classes happily spent a Friday
afternoon enjoying their well-deserved reward. We are so proud of our
students for their respectful behavior and continue to encourage them
to show PRIDE behavior not only at WIS but in all aspects of their
lives.
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Laura Kaddis, Principal
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DECEMBER’S POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS
SUPPORT AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Hurlbutt students celebrated a November PBIS assembly by
collecting 334 hats, mittens and gloves to share with
families in a neighboring town. Our generous students and
families showed their generosity by donating hats, mittens
and gloves. Our classes love counting up what we collect
and it is a great opportunity to use their math skills in a real
life application. This annual schoolwide event was a great
example of how even our youngest learners can positively
impact the world around us. This event also supports our
focus on kindness.
At the end of November our students filled the honey hive again and we celebrated with a “Stop and
Dance day.” And since this fell on the day before Thanksgiving break, it added to the spirit of the
holidays as throughout the day Mrs. Kus would play music over the all-school intercom and everyone
in the school would stop what they were doing and dance. This was certainly a fun day for all!
PBIS
Mrs. Guertin's Kindergarten and Mrs. Lehman's and Ms. O'Hara’s first
grade class worked together in a Breakout EDU activity as part of our
PBIS assembly focused on cooperation. Buddy classes met throughout
the month to solve puzzles needed to open multiple locks on the box. The
box contained materials the class needed to use to build a structure
together. Students discussed cooperation strategies and how they felt
during the activity using language they are learning through Emotional
Intelligence lessons.

TEACHING AND LEARNING
On November 6, classroom teachers at HES utilized their early literacy, reading, Fundations, and
writing data to identify academic needs and create small, flexible groups to target and highly
differentiate their instruction. These sessions enabled teachers to effectively utilize the data that
they’ve collected to inform their classroom instruction.
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In early literacy skills, teachers were able to identify areas in phonological awareness that students
need explicit, differentiated instruction in. Teachers shared best practices and ways in which this
instruction and subsequent practice could be woven into their instructional day.
Utilizing Fundations unit assessment scores, classroom teachers discovered patterns of errors within
and across our phonics, spelling and handwriting program. This information will guide which
decoding, encoding and handwriting skills will be woven into their small group reading and writing
instruction as well as their shared and interactive reading and writing instruction.
In writing, classroom teachers analyzed their data to identify patterns within and across units of study.
The Writing Learning Progressions, paired with multiple writing data sources, enabled teachers to
target immediate and subsequent instructional needs.
After identifying their classroom instructional needs, teachers determined which instructional small
group structures would best match their students’ learning needs and planned multiple days of targeted
instruction.
I-PAD ROLLOUT
Second grade classrooms received iPad carts to support instruction enabling them to have on demand
access to this digital tool. Ms. Sabini (Computer teacher) and Mrs. Rodko (Librarian) discussed digital
citizenship with students and how we work together to be safe, kind and responsible while using
iPads. The picture below is of a second grader taking a photo with an iPad and using the image to
digitally share the class Emotional Intelligence Charter via iMovie.

During Ms. Greenberg’s second grade Nonfiction writing unit, students studied magazines, borrowed
from the LRC, in order to create videos to advertise them. They identified the main topic of the
magazine and selected three details or features to highlight. They included a hook in their writing to
engage their listeners. Hooking the reader is a strategy taught during our writing units of study, and
this was a great real-life application. Working along with Mrs. Rodko, students used classroom iPads
and the Flipgrid app to create videos to teach other students about the magazines they can borrow.
VETERANS DAY AT HURLBUTT
Every year our students and staff honor the brave men and women who serve or have served in the
armed forces. Throughout the school day we engaged our entire community in age appropriate ways
to make personal connections to this important day. Last year June Smith, kindergarten paraeducator
created a stunning display in the main lobby called “Popping Up to Thank a Veteran.” The
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remembrance poppy was inspired by the World War I
poem "In Flanders Fields.” Poppies have become a
symbol commonly used on Veterans Day to remember
each service member. We had so many compliments
on our board and requests to use it again that we
decided to keep the same theme and refresh our board
with veterans of our current student body and
staff. Students were so proud to see their parents,
grandparents, neighbors and school security officers
proudly displayed in the hall. Our students also wore
red, white and blue on this special day to show their
patriotic spirit and to honor all veterans. We start each
day at Hurlbutt with the Pledge of Allegiance and to
commemorate Veterans Day, we said the pledge with current service members. Kindergarten teacher
Meg Hannigan shared a video of her sister, Ensign Lauren Cebulski and other members of the navy
saying the Pledge of Allegiance. It was an exciting moment for our students to connect with current
service members around the world. Helping students make personal connections to this important day
enables them to understand the importance of the holiday and how it impacts their life as well as the
world around them. The students were also proud and excited to learn that our security specialist,
James Fisher was a marine and Mr. Fisher was showered with thanks and appreciation throughout the
day.
Pictured: Families and students were invited to create a display to honor a veteran in their family. They are proudly displayed near our
front entrance.

MRS. CAIRD’S THANKSGIVING PROJECT
Parents joined Mrs. Caird’s kindergarten class to work together on a fun Thanksgiving craft before the
holiday break. The students traced their hands and feet to make a special keepsake for years to
come. The following poem was included on the craft:
This isn't just a turkey,
As anyone can see.
I made it with my
Feet and hands,
Which are a part of me.
It comes with lots of love,
Especially to say,
I hope you have a very,
Happy Thanksgiving
Day!

The students in Mrs. Caird's class also created Thanksgiving food collages and used the Chatterpix app
to record their voices singing the Turkey Ran Away song. The result was that each of the creations
appeared to be singing, much to the amazement of their creators. All of the videos were put together in
iMovie to share the final product with parents.
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PARENT CONFERENCES
During the month of November, the first marking period ends and we hold our first parent conferences
of the year. While teachers are in communication with families throughout the year through email,
phone calls and other meetings, the early dismissal and delayed openings scheduled in November
allow our teachers dedicated time to meeting with each family to discuss their child’s
progress. Maintaining ongoing parent communication is an important part of our program.
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