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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Student government members planned, organized, and implemented
open forums with their entire grade groups in order to address pressing
issues within the school. Students solicited their peer’s thoughts about
school spirit, facility concerns, and general needs from student
government. Although the primary point of discussion was vaping
amongst the student body, students discussed school climate concerns,
building facilities, and the overall welfare of the school. Students
brought forward their ideas for how to eliminate vaping in schools, how
to help those who may be addicted, and shared anecdotes of how the vaping of others has impacted
their lives. They are looking forward to finding productive ways to tackle the various issue thanks to
the input from this discussion. The event served as a wonderful example of collaboration and
leadership amongst our students.
WestonArts is coordinating an instrument donation day on February 25 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the
Weston Public Library. A tax deductible receipt from WestonArts will be provided for the donation.
February marks the beginning of our eighth grade transition programming. Eighth grade students and
their parents have been invited to attend a ninth grade transition program at Weston High School on
February 21 (inclement weather date is February 25). At that time, they will learn about our academic
and co-curricular programs, and have the opportunity to speak with student representatives from our
various clubs and athletic programs.
On Monday April 1, the date for graduation will be determined and all families will be notified. If we
miss school for inclement weather after April 1, the date for the graduation ceremony will not change.
Our plan is to have graduation in our air conditioned gymnasium rain or shine. Each graduate will
receive six tickets for the ceremony. As you are aware, beginning last year, and moving forward into
the future, the school district budget does not provide funding for a tent for graduation.
We understand from the survey recently conducted by the PTO, that the majority of families would
like the tent. Therefore, the WHS PTO has graciously offered to handle the collecting of private funds
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from the school community. The cost of the tent is $22,500, and the deadline to raise the funds is
Monday, March 8, 2019. Click here for the PTO website containing additional information. If the
funds are not raised, the ceremony will be held in the gymnasium. We look forward to a wonderful
graduation for the class of 2019.
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
Students in Honors Physics completed a practical
midterm assessment in which they used
computational modeling skills to complete a
simulation of a physical system they had never
seen before. Working in groups, they then
designed a quantitative lab experiment to
understand the real life system. Finally, they
compared their lab results to the behavior of their
simulations, demonstrating the data collection, modeling, and problem solving skills that real scientists
use when they approach a brand new situation. Students appreciated the opportunity to use
computational problem-solving to enhance their learning, made possible by the excellent access to
computing resources and physics apparatus maintained by the high school. Great work, physicists!
Three Honors Science Research students attended the
Connecticut STEM Foundation's fair on Saturday,
February 9.
George Lord, '22 presented a competitive poster in his
project, entitled, “Comparing the cost and time efficiency
of various IaaS cloud computing vendors for the training
of convolutional neural networks.”
Makenzie Lehman, '22 presented a competitive poster on her project, “How do Monoglyceride,
Sodium Stearoyl Lactylate, and Diacetyl Tartaric Acid Ester of Monoglycerides and Diglycerides
Affect the Overall Quality of Baked Goods?”
Grant Kins, '21, presented his project proposal, “Observing the differences in growth, development,
and reproduction rate between two fairy shrimp genera, Thamnocephalus and Streptocephalus.”
In other Research news, Isabella Sperry, '20, was one of 16 students out of more than
80 chosen to give an oral presentation on her research at the Connecticut Junior
Science and Humanities Symposium March 9 at UConn Health in Farmington. Her
project, “The in vitro Effects of Dietary Supplements (Hawthorne, Polyphenol, and
Grape Seed Extract) on a Solution of Low-Density Lipoprotein,” investigates possible
direct interactions between several dietary supplements and LDL cholesterol. These
supplements make claims to lower LDL levels in the blood, but have not been tested
by the FDA.
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The Writing Center had a busy month with 56 students seeking help at the end of semester two and
beginning of our new quarter. The Sophomore Writing Portfolio is due May 9, and writing teachers
visited classrooms to help students begin thinking about which pieces they would like to submit.
Students are encouraged to make an appointment as soon as possible in order to begin revising.
ATHLETICS
Our cheerleaders kicked off the winter postseason with an amazing routine that earned a 5th place
finish at the SWC Cheer Championships, which was their best performance at that competition in
recent history. Our Boys' and Girls' Indoor Track and Field teams both won gold as SWC Champions
at the SWC Championship Meet. We congratulate those three teams and look
forward to our other teams striving for the same level of success.
Congratulations to Jillian Belluck and her ice skating team; they won the gold
medal at the Eastern Regional Synchronized Skating Championships. The team
will compete later this month at the National Synchronized Skating
Championships in Michigan.
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
Filament, our school's literature and arts magazine, has been selected to receive a
rank of Superior in the 2018 NCTE Recognizing Excellence in Art and Literary
Magazines (REALM) Program. Under the direction of English teacher Mr. Durand,
the students work throughout the school year to produce two editions of this
magazine. Many students contribute their writing and art. To read this publication
online, click here.
The mission of NCTE’s REALM Program is to publicly recognize excellent literary
magazines produced by students with the support of their teachers. REALM is designed to encourage
all schools to develop literary magazines that celebrate the art and craft of writing.
Congratulations to the winners of the 2019 Hudson-to-Housatonic Scholastic Writing Awards. A
panel of professional novelists, editors, teachers, poets, librarians, journalists, and other literary
professionals selected these works from 2,151 works submitted this year. Noteworthy past recipients
include Joyce Carol Oates, Stephen King, Sylvia Plath, Truman Capote, Robert Redford, John Updike,
and Lena Dunham. English department teachers would like to celebrate this year’s recipients:
Silver Key:
Camden Archambeau, class of 2019, for his poem “Conveyances”
Honorable Mention:
Camden Archambeau, class of 2019, for his poem “New England Diptych”
Hannah Dove, class of 2019, for her poem “Green”
Camille Gitow, class of 2021, for her poem “The Woman of a Thousand Lives”
CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS
The Model United Nations club is engaged in an ongoing simulation about the future of space. During
our weekly meetings, students have created a futuristic world set approximately in the year 2101.
They have created their own "canon" for this simulation, including the different countries in existence
(i.e. the United States of Western Europe). The goal of this crisis committee simulation is to agree
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upon a new Outer Space Treaty, which had the students researching and learning about the current
treaty that was signed in 1967. Between lunar colonies, a secret Chinese post on Mars, and several
nations expressing interest in the moons of Jupiter - the future appears to need the UN just as much as
the present day.
In January, the Weston High School Debate Team earned a silver award at the Connecticut Debate
Association meet in Wilton. The varsity team of Sean O’Neil and Rebecca Ronai won the highest
honors among the 30 varsity teams. Sean was awarded third place as a Speaker and Rebecca received
seventh place out of 60 individuals.
Weston also fielded two excellent Novice Teams: Hans
Niemann and Jasper Richardson, and Lindsey Greenberg and
Knox Watson. Lindsey and Knox won the Novice division
with Lindsey scoring as the top speaker followed by her partner
Watson in second. Hans Niemann and Jasper Richardson
finished ninth in the 32 team division.
In early February the team expanded to
15 members. Pictured are the two varsity teams and three novice teams working
on the resolution packet. The debate team is student run and the varsity
members coach the novices. Poised to debate are the varsity teams of Sean
O’Neil and Carolyn Zech, and Rebecca Ronai and Jane Burdett. The novice
teams in their first year of debate are Lindsey Greenberg and Knox Watson,
Jasper Richardson and Keona Patel, and Emily Semaya and Sarina Shah.

Weston’s First Selectman,
Chris Spaulding presented
Teen PeaceWorks with a
proclamation in honor of
February as National Teen
Dating Abuse Awareness
Month and the club’s
fundraising efforts. Dr. Spaulding recognized that the establishment of an awareness and prevention
month will “benefit young people, their families, schools and communities regardless of
socioeconomic status, gender, sexual orientation or ethnicity.” The Weston High School Chamber
Singers performed for those in attendance.
Our Save the Children Club organized several bake sales over the course of the holiday season. As a
result of this fundraising effort and charitable donations from community members, the club is now
sponsoring 14-year-old Nicol of Bolivia for the next six months. Sponsorship will help provide needed
aid and educational resources for this child. The club members hope to continue to raise awareness
and funds in the following months in order to continue their sponsorship throughout the year.
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Our Gender Equality Club organized a supply drive for Malta House of
Norwalk. Malta House is the only home for pregnant homeless women
over the age of 18 in Fairfield County, and one of a limited number of
programs for homeless women and their young children. Students and
faculty banded together to collect household cleaning items, and much
needed baby supplies such as diapers and baby wipes. In the picture,
student members with the donations, prior to dropping them off at
Malta House.
Three of our Mock Trial teams will compete in the quarter-final round at Quinnipiac Law School this
month after successfully winning the regionals competition. The teams that advance will compete in
the semifinals. Last year, our A Team advanced to the state level, and we hope to continue that
tradition this year.
We have two first place winners at the Annual Sacred Heart University Teen Visions Show this year.
Tessa LaPalme for a pen drawing titled 'Snake Girl,' from art teacher Ms. Hawthorn’s Advanced
Drawing Class, and Lauren Bigelow for an 'Untitled' photograph, in Ms. O’Keefe’s Advanced
Photography class. The event showcases 100 works of art from 10 local schools.

On Saturday January 26, the Jazz Ensemble traveled to
the Berklee College of Music for the 51st annual
Berklee Jazz Festival. This is the largest high school
jazz competition in the United States. The ensemble did
very well with Ethan Klotz winning outstanding
musician on saxophone. The group performed two of
their three songs by legendary composer and performer,
Jens Wendleboe, who also came in to work with the
group before the festival. This was our fourth year at
Berklee placing in the top bracket three out of four years. Unfortunately, Berklee also announced that
after 51 years, this is the last year of the festival! Look for both of our jazz groups at upcoming
performances in February and March.
Students from Weston High School bands, choir, and orchestra will travel to Festival Disney at Walt
Disney World the end of February. They will participate in recording workshops with Disney
professionals and perform concerts at Disney World.
Student government members organized a food drive in collaboration with Peter's Market to support
the Weston Food Bank. Much needed food and monetary donations were contributed by community
members, and transported to the food bank by students.
ALUMNI NEWS
Nicole Murillo, class of 2017, has been named to the University of Richmond dean’s list for the fall
2018 semester.
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NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEE
On January 18, the top two representatives from each team participated in the school-wide National
Geography Bee. The school community watched the competition as each of the finalist were
challenged by questions focused in on US and world geography. After many competitive rounds,
Timothy Allen came out as our school winner! Congratulations to Timothy, our WMS champion,
and Graeme Morledge, our runner-up. Timothy Allen is an 8th grade student from Mrs. Sintra's
Trailblazers team.

SEVENTH GRADERS PREPARE TO COMPREHEND GEOLOGIC TIME
The formation and break down of rocks and the processes by which one type of rock becomes another
is surprisingly dynamic and complex. In this activity, students work in groups of four, taking turns,
drawing information cards, and recording what happens to their set of igneous, sedimentary, and
metamorphic rocks. Collaboratively, they piece together the rock cycle. Rocks come from other rocks.
This happens when rock break down, melt, or change because of earth’s heat and/or pressure.
Understanding the rock cycle is key to understanding how geologists can figure out how old different
rocks are, and what happened and when in geologic time. Every student who learns is a winner!

6

STUDENTS CREATE CITY SCAPES TO
DEMONSTRATE MATH AND PROBLEMSOLVING SKILLS
Students in Ms. Ames’ math class just completed their
"City Scape" performance based assessment. Students
were required to plan, design, measure and make scales
of their "cities" using cardboard, rulers, paint, and, most
importantly, problem-solving skills. The City Scape
Project was a great way to help students increase their
understanding of area, perimeter, volume and surface
area.

SPANISH STUDENTS STUDY LITERATURE
Eighth grade Spanish students completed their first study of literature in
Spanish, reading excerpts from the story: Cajas de Carton, by Francisco
Jimenez. Students read and analyzed vocabulary, grammar and
language through the story, while at the same time beginning to
understand what life was like for the young narrator, a field worker
helping to support his family by picking strawberries and grapes in
California. Students also illustrated their understanding of the story
through pictures and wrote their own narration of their illustrations.

MATH STUDENTS WORK WITH MODELS OF LANDMARKS
Students in the seventh grade are currently studying ratio, percent and proportion. To go along with
the proportion section of the unit, several students made Paper Toys - model versions of real life
landmarks. Some of the models include The Great Wall of China, The Eiffel Tower, Neuschwanstein
Castle, The Empire State Building and more. Students were tasked with measuring the Paper Toys and
using their knowledge of finding and solving proportions to determine if the Paper Toys were a true
proportional model of the real landmark.

7

SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS WRITE LETTERS TO GOVERNMENT LEADERS
In October sixth grade students were fortunate enough to have an opportunity to meet the candidates
running for our State House and Senate seats. The representatives made sure the children understood
that they could write, call or
otherwise reach out when an issue
of concern arises. The opportunity
presented itself this month with the
introduction of Senator Looney’s
SB 454 which calls for a
regionalization of schools, and
Senators Osten and Duff’s SB 457,
which calls for consolidating
districts with 2,000 or fewer
students. The students reviewed the
actual bills, studied the format and
presentation of Senate Bills,
discussed the pros and cons of each bill and wrote letters. Most students were not happy with either
bill, as Weston pride abounded. We wrote to our local representatives, Will Haskell and Tony Hwang
who have already voiced their concerns, Senator Looney who is the author of the bill, as well as
Governor Lamont. Students chose to whom they would write and had the opportunity to voice their
concerns. As a bonus, we learned how to address an envelope and discovered how to contact the
people who represent us in Hartford. Hopefully this experience will lead to lifelong civic engagement
and the belief that every voice has a right to be heard.
ALICE IN WONDERLAND, JR.
Audiences were delighted by Short Wharf’s entertaining production of Disney’s Alice in Wonderland,
Jr. We would like to thank the students, parents and staff who spent that last few months preparing for
the show. All of your hard work clearly paid off!
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GRADE 3 LANGUAGE ARTS
Third grade readers have embarked on a research study of countries around the world. Students are
working in collaborative teams to research, take notes, and teach one
another about the culture, food, celebrations, people, and geography
of either Japan, Brazil, Mexico, India, South Africa, or Greece. This
engaging unit focuses on broadening cultural awareness while also
providing readers the opportunity to learn organized note-taking skills
and the importance of being more than “fact collectors”, but rather to
grow ideas and make inferences about the information they learn.
During the unit, students will research
two countries and then compare and
contrast the cultures they have learned in
order to make connections between them,
and learning that just as we are all
different, there are many ways we are all
the same. The beautiful books students
are reading were made possible by an
extremely generous grant from the PTO Philanthropy Committee last
year. Thank you!
GRADE 4 NATIVE AMERICAN MULTI-DISCIPLINARY UNIT
In Reader’s Workshop, fourth grade students are becoming experts on Native American tribes of the
United States. Students will be connecting their social studies
learning about the Mashantucket Pequot tribe in social studies to a
study of the Pueblo, Cherokee, and Sioux. By learning how to take
more meaningful and structured
notes on their topic, students
synthesize information across
multiple sources, including
primary source documents.
Students will research the tribe’s
traditions and beliefs, relationship with the land, interactions with
European settlers, as well as current issues they face. They are
also researching the different roles of men, women, and children
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in their tribe. A significant outcome of this unit is for students to develop understanding of multiple
perspectives and points of view in order to debate an issue the tribes have faced.
Alongside this unit, fourth grade writers are writing mini-books on their Native American research.
Students will bring together their research and all of their learning about text structures and elaboration
to write focused, organized, and elaborated pieces of writing about two different Native American
tribes. Overall, this unit is a highly engaging multi-disciplinary research unit that supports students as
readers, writers, and social scientists. The learning they will take away will help our students to
become stronger global citizens.
GRADE 5 LANGUAGE ARTS
In fifth grade, students are engaging in research on real-world debatable issues. Students read a variety
of complex texts on both sides of an issue while taking notes on the most important arguments being
made. They then take a side on the issue and engage in rounds of debate. As debaters, students must
choose the strongest and most supportive pieces of evidence and rebut the claims of their
opponent. They must listen carefully to the claims and evidence their opponent is using, and make
decisions on how to rebut or counter those claims and evidence. To
do this, students must engage in principled argument that is grounded
in compelling, valid, and reliable research. Real-world issues students
will research include: Should we have zoos? Are humans more
dangerous to sharks, or are sharks
more dangerous to
humans? Extreme Sports - Worth
the Risk? Which is more important
- underwater exploration or space
exploration? Is bottled water helpful or harmful to the
environment? In this engaging unit, students learn about important
issues in their world as well as the power of their voice in
advocating for those issues.
MONTHLY PRIDE ASSEMBLY
This month our school assembly titled, “It’s a Small World,” focused on acknowledging and
appreciating how we are all unique and highlighted that one of the ways that makes us unique, is
through our various cultures and backgrounds. During the assembly, Ms.
Dunn presented a short video, created by Mrs. Knudsen, which featured 10
of our WIS students speaking a traditional cultural greeting in their native
language. In the assembly we shared
that 5% of our students and staff
were born in a different country, and
26% of our staff and students’
parents were born in a different
country. These students, staff and
parents come from six continents and over 65 different
countries. Flags representing the birth country of a WIS
student, staff, or parent have been posted on the large world
map in our main hallway. Following the assembly, our students
are working on writing slogans to represent all of our unique differences here at WIS.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Throughout this month,
students have been
celebrating Black History
Month by learning about
the accomplishments,
heritage, and culture of
African Americans in the
United States. During the
morning announcements
and on the Friday morning videos, famous African Americans and their contributions to the history and
cultural development of the United States have been highlighted. Students were encouraged to do
research on an important African American and put together a visual presentation of what they have
learned. We were so pleased by the many creative and informative student projects that we received.
Each has been displayed in either the main hallway or the new makerspace room, which also included
video clips of Martin Luther King and other prominent African Americans, creating a captivating
multi-media experience for the students. In lieu of an assembly, each class was given time to come to
the LLC and view the projects and talk about what they learned; Mrs. Knudsen and the teachers have
lead lively discussions connected to these stories.
WHIMSICAL CERAMIC SCULPTURES
The fifth grade is just completing their 3-D Sculpture unit creating whimsical ceramic creatures! The
students were inspired by the artwork of contemporary Tewa potter, Jody Naranjo, who creates
ceramic vessels and whimsical animals in the tradition of the
Tewa Pueblo People in the Southwestern US. Together, they
explored the concept of whimsy, the feeling it evokes, and
explored how to bring it to their sculptures – not a requirement,
but an option when thinking about how the audience will
interact and feel when experiencing their art.
Students called on many hand-building clay construction
techniques they have practiced every year since Kindergarten
including pinch, slab, coil, blending, and score and slip to create
a sculpture that could lean towards the realistic or the fantastical. They synthesized all the knowledge
from over the years, exploring and reviewing how best to create a sculpture that will make it through
the firing process – twice(!) as well as the concept of letting
go, as sometimes it just doesn’t work out the way we want it
to. Finally, students reviewed proper glazing technique in
order to give their creatures the final touches of color they
envisioned.
Creating with clay is a challenging and rewarding process.
The WIS fifth graders can be proud of all they have learned
over the past years as it comes together in this final ceramic
sculpture!

11

VALENTINES FOR VETS
Once again, our students put their creative talents to work to create
beautiful Valentine’s Day cards for veterans and members of our
police force, fire and EMS. Inside the cards they wrote heartfelt
thank you notes, creative poems, and words of inspiration to
remember the day and the people who serve. “Valentine’s for Vets”
is an international service project designed to help make a difference
for active and retired service men and women. A big thank you goes
to our parent volunteers who helped run this event, and supplied the
students with lots of fun stickers, colored paper, and cut-outs for their
cards.
WIS MAKERSPACE - NOT JUST FOR TECH!
At WIS there is a lot of student interest among fifth graders in
learning the skill of knitting. Knitting is not only a creative
outlet, but helps to develop fine-motor skills. In support of our
fifth graders’ desire to learn, we have opened the makerspace to
student-led knitting instruction during lunch and recess. Students
who have an interest are provided with yarn and needles and
student ‘experts’ lead instruction with faculty supervision. This
extracurricular program has engendered spirited conversation and
camaraderie during lunchtime work sessions.
PTO SWEETHEART DANCE
On Friday evening, February 1, the PTO held our first
“Sweetheart Dance” for WIS students and their “adult
sweetheart” – parents, grandparents, etc. Almost 300 students
and adult sweethearts, participated in this fun event. The night
featured a D.J., photo booth, crafts, and a delicious assortment of
snacks. Students and parents danced the night away while
taking time to get a memorable photo of the evening. It was a lot
of fun for everyone, and one that will hopefully become an
annual event!
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Our TC consultant, Alexis, once again visited with our teachers and students to provide us with
professional development pertaining to meeting the needs of all
of our readers through small group instruction. She met with the
teachers and discussed the goals of their current units of study,
and possible, predictable small groups that they could plan for.
Alexis modeled different strategies and teaching techniques in
the classrooms for all of the teachers to observe. The teachers are
eager to begin trying this work out in their classrooms to enhance
their small group instruction and continue to help all of our
readers make progress.
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WHAT’S THE BUS BUZZ? SAFE AND KIND!
In January, we focused on Being Safe, Kind and
Responsible on the bus. This was our second year
focusing specifically on bus safety during one of our
PBIS assemblies. The bus ride to and from school is
an opportunity for students to socialize with friends as
they transition between school and home. It is also
one of the times when they experience some
independence and are challenged to practice the social
skills and expectations that they are being taught.
They know they are supposed to stay seated during
the ride, but when there is no teacher standing next to
them, will they exhibit those skills without reminders?
That goal is what we strive for everyday on the way to and from school on the bus.
Ask a Hurlbutt student, “What’s the bus buzz?” You will get an
enthusiastic, “Safe and Kind” in response. Sharon Rodko, school
librarian, and Jenna Bonaccorso, special education teacher, led the
creation of a bus safety video featuring Horace the Hurlbutt
Honeybee, Hurlbutt students, and staff. The video was shown in
each classroom and was also viewed at our PBIS all school
assembly. The video was an engaging way to remind all of our
students of the safe and kind way to ride our buses. We always
make room for a friend to sit down, we always stay in our seats and
we always use our indoor voices. Our bus riders were also
reminded to greet their driver and to say thank you as they stepped
off the bus. Our students enjoyed seeing Horace and the Hurlbutt
staff act out ways to stay safe on the bus. Mrs. Kus, our assistant
principal leads bus arrival and dismissal every day and you will hear
her reinforcing bus safety and praising students who demonstrate safe, kind and responsible behaviors
on the bus.
TEACHING AND LEARNING
As part of the Emotional Intelligence initiative, second graders from Miss Greenberg's class recorded
each other making videos about what it means to be your best self. Through our work with the Yale
Center for Emotional Intelligence, our school has embraced the tools that allow our students and staff
to recognize, label and manage their emotions so they can be their best selves each day. We began the
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year with class charters and a staff charter detailing how we wanted to feel at
school and what each of us would do to achieve that goal. Within this work,
our students were introduced to a broad vocabulary of words to label their
emotions. We then introduced the mood meter. This visual tool for students
gives them a way to build emotional awareness of themselves and of others.
Through classroom activities and lessons, they develop skills in labeling and
recognizing emotions. Each classroom has a mood meter and the teachers
creatively find ways to regularly use this valuable tool.

During math, first grade students from Ms. Quinn's class took pictures of shapes they found around the
school. They then used the Pic Collage app to share what they found. This activity was a great
integration of math skills and technology. Our students are enjoying their technology lessons and
growing more knowledgeable and skillful by the day with these hands-on activities.

Friday, February 1 is World Read Aloud Day. To celebrate, we had a schoolwide mystery reader. Our
students were given the following clues about the mystery reader: I like to sing. I am always smiling.
I greet you every day. Can you guess who it is? Classes were thrilled to discover that our mystery
reader was our physical education teacher, Mr. Hallgren! Mr. Hallgren read a book that was
videotaped and available to all classes to watch. We also celebrated by having a student or students
from older classes read aloud to their younger buddy classes. Students received stickers/buttons and
bookmarks from their buddy class reader. The entire Hurlbutt community enjoyed celebrating the joys
of reading.
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MORE TECHNOLOGY NEWS
First grade students are using the Toontastic app to plan and tell original fairy tales. Toontastic leads
the student to create sections of a story that complement the writing process. Students are able to edit
scenes or re-record voices. Upon completion, the student can listen to his creation, pausing it to write
down each part of the story. In the primary grades students are more fluent speakers than writers.
Their ability to tell a story is more developed than their writing fluency. In this way, the app supported
our learners in helping to transition from creating a story to writing it. The Tales Unit is a favorite for
our students. They enjoy using dialogue and bringing their characters to life during this engaging
writing unit of study.

Second grade students are using the Toontastic app to record important parts of a story in order to
summarize. The students were able to draw the settings and characters and record their voice
explaining each important part of the story. Upon completion, the student can listen to the summary,
pausing to write down the most important parts. In this way, the app supported the learner in capturing
the most important parts and then refining again when writing the summary.
PBIS
We filled the honey hive for the fourth time this school year and celebrated with Alphabet Day! Each
classroom chose a letter in the alphabet and
dressed in something represented by that
letter. Below is a picture of Ms. Quinn’s class
who chose the letter C. You can see cats,
captains, a Colorado Rocky, and a couple of
students dressed in costumes, in camouflage,
and in cozy clothes. Ms. Needham’s first grade
class chose the letter S so we saw many
superheroes and sports figures roaming the
building. Some kindergarteners dressed in
pajamas and as princesses and
puppies! Alphabet day is always a favorite for
both staff and students.
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
This month, Hurlbutt kicked off kindergarten registration for the 2019-20 school year. It seems like
we just welcomed in the current group of kindergarten students and we are already working on the
class for next year. In addition to the daytime and evening hours to drop off registration packets, we
have planned a spring informational session for parents which includes meeting school personnel and
having a brief tour of the building. Incoming kindergarten students will have an opportunity to visit
our school as well and have a brief tour ending with some playtime on our playground. The visit also
includes a bus ride! That is truly one of the highlights for our incoming class. So many of our students
are eager to ride the big yellow school bus every day.
Entering school for the first time is a milestone for parents as well as their child. To help ease any
anxiety about the process and to begin to build the relationships we will foster over the next several
years, we offer one-on -one meetings with our school counselor. This valuable time is an opportunity
for parents to share their hopes and dreams for the transition into Hurlbutt and we are proud to offer
this unique and personalized experience to our families.
PTO DONATES $130,000 FOR THE NORTH HOUSE PLAYGROUND
We are thrilled that our generous and supportive
PTO has reached their goal of raising $130,000
towards a new playground for Hurlbutt. Our
North House playground equipment is in
frequent need of repair and is in need of
renovation. This donation is the culmination of
over a year and a half of dedicated fundraising
led by our PTO. Our playground committee has
already formed and we are in the process of
gathering student input on what types of play
equipment they would like to see on our
playground. Our committee members include
staff, district administration, community
members and PTO representatives. We are
discussing playground location options and playground design with a goal of breaking ground and
building the new playground over the summer. Stay tuned for updates on this exciting project.
OTHER DONATION NEWS
Hurlbutt Elementary received a $500 grant from Exxon Mobil’s Educational Alliance Program. This
is a nationwide initiative to enhance K-12 math/science learning and will be used to enrich our
program. We will keep you posted on the enrichment program we bring in for our students. Thank
you to the Weston Exxon Mobil station on Weston Road for supporting our schools!
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