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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Preparations are underway for our Forty-Ninth Annual Commencement to be held on June 14, 2019.
We’re looking forward to a wonderful event. Congratulations to the Class of 2019.
WHS will be holding its first Camp College Summer Application Workshop from August 7-9.
Counselors, Ms. Green, and admissions representatives will work with rising seniors to help them
complete their Common Application, prepare Naviance for electronic submission of school documents,
fine-tune college essays and supplements, review WHS admissions policies and procedures and more.
This is a great time to make a significant dent in the application process before the school year ramps
up. We are so excited to have 51 rising seniors registered for the program and look forward to kicking
off their application process in flip flops.
In late August a group of incoming freshman will be invited to participate in an engaging program this
summer called the Aspiring Scholars Academy (ASA). ASA is a three-day learning workshop that
will run from Monday, August 19 to Wednesday, August 21 at Weston High School. WHS teachers
will provide instruction, combined with organizational skills, in the freshman courses of English,
Biology, Social Studies, and Math. Our goal is for our new ninth graders to begin their year having
been exposed to the concepts and content for September.
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
Honors Biology students in Mrs. Benson's class spent six weeks learning about matter and energy in
the environment, biodiversity loss, imbalances in the carbon cycle and their impact on different
ecosystems, and new technologies that are being designed and built right now to combat excess carbon
in the atmosphere and in our oceans. This topic thread culminated in a two-week long design and
engineering challenge. Student’s role-played environmental engineers and were tasked with building a
prototype that could grow algae, a quickly reproducing organism that naturally traps carbon from water
and the air. They learned about factors that affect algae growth, worked collaboratively to build a team
prototype, and used scientific equipment to gauge algae growth to determine the success of their
prototype.
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Honors Science Research students
presented their work at the STEM Expo
in the WMS library on the evening of
June 3. Students stood by their posters
and discussed their work with teachers,
administrators, parents, and students.
The posters were then put on display in
the WHS lobby for the remainder of the
week. A few of them are pictured here.
These posters, together with a final
research paper, represent the
culmination of over a year's worth of work on research projects that students developed and carried out
themselves, making for an exciting and successful first year of the program.
To close out this year, members of the Environmental Science and AP Environmental Science courses
took part in special projects to help the local school community and environment. Here is just a
sampling of what some of the students did.
Students in the Period 1 Environmental Science were asked to design and build an automatic watering
system to grow seedlings that will be used in future years to grow in the Weston school garden. Two
groups came up with variations on a flood table design, complete with pumps, timers, and grow lights.

Students in the Period 2 Environmental Science revitalized a nature/walking trail on campus that was
badly flooded. Now that the path is restored, it will be used for outdoor instruction and activities for
the Environmental Science courses next year. A special thanks to Chuck Carboni for obtaining and
delivering the woodchips that made this project possible.
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Students in the AP Environmental and Standard Environmental classes raised and released trout this
May as part of a national conservation effort known as Trout in the Classroom. Below is a pictorial of
the complete journey from egg, to fry (baby fish), to final release at Keene Park in Weston. A special
thanks to the Weston PTO who provided a generous grant to make Trout in the Classroom possible
here at Weston High.

AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Weston High School was recently named a 2019 U.S.
Department of Education Green Ribbon School! Weston
High was the only school in Connecticut this year to receive
this prestigious national honor that acknowledges the school’s
commitment to sustainable practices in facilities, health, and
environmental education. This recognition represents many
years of effort by countless individuals in the school district
that have worked to make Weston High a leader in sustainable
practices. A special thanks goes out to members of the
Weston High Green Team who led the effort to complete the
rigorous process required for this distinction. Student and
faculty representatives will travel to Washington D.C. in September for a ceremony to recognize
recipients. If you would like to help sponsor this trip, or if you would like to sponsor or support further
environmental initiatives in the Weston school district, please contact Michael Aitkenhead at
michaelaitkenhead@westonps.org.
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CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS
The 2019 edition of Heliotrope, Weston High School’s yearbook, has been
published! This year’s edition is called “Feeling Groovy Again” and was designed
with a 60s vibe, as a tribute to the school’s 50th anniversary. The back cover
features a lava lamp with the words “50 Years of Excellence.” Congratulations to
Mrs. Arena and her students for once again coming up with a creative yearbook to
memorialize the school year. A big shout out to senior editors, Jasmine Butcher and
Victoria Walters and the rest of the section editors; and staff, Noelle Mendelson,
Natalie Schreder, Liz Kleiner, Chelsea Greenberg, Lindsay Greenberg, Rian Byers,
Vanessa Sparagna, Chloe Leeds, Vivien Daytree, Elise Russell, Alana Giordano, Makenzie Lehman,
Lecia Sun, Nicole Satanovsky, Jamie Vacca and Sammie Godwin.
Growing a Greener Tomorrow!
This year, members of the Environmental Science courses, the Community Class, and members of the
Weston High Green Team all partook in the preparation and planting of the Weston school garden.
Over the summer, members of the Green Team will work on weeding and harvesting to help maintain
the garden. Remember, many hands make light work so if you have any interest in helping us through
the summer, we’d love to have you. And don’t forget, if you help with some weeding, you’re welcome
to take home some of the harvest. If interested, please contact Michael Aitkenhead at
michaelaitkenhead@westonps.org for details.

The Weston Against Cancer Committee held its 2nd Annual
event Friday, June 7, at Lachat Town Farm. The event
featured live music by Weston High School students, food
trucks, and booths with local businesses and groups
promoting healthy living! The committee, entirely made up
of Weston High School students, raised thousands of dollars
for Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, which has
locations all around the Tri-State Area. Way to go WACC!
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Weston Against Cancer Committee Members (left to
right): Luca O'Neil, Lucie Brooks, Leia Pinals, Chloe
Leeds, Chelsea Greenberg, Noelle Mendelson,
Lindsey Greenberg, and Thomas Carlon

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
This May Mr. Walker was invited to attend a NSF-funded conference in College Park, Maryland at the
National Headquarters of the American Association of Physics Teachers. The topic of the conference
was: Integrating Computational Thinking in K-12 STEM
Classrooms. About 35 physics, physical science, and
computer science educators and educational researchers
involved in integrating computational thinking into secondary
physics and physical science courses convened from all over
the nation to develop a set of open research questions whose
answers will provide evidence for the effectiveness of
computational thinking integration. Computational thinking
is the collection of skills and dispositions used by computer
scientists when framing problems and programming
solutions; and integrated computational thinking refers to the
practice of teaching students to make use of programming and computational solutions in a way that
enhances their science learning in specific disciplinary settings, like physics or chemistry. The results
of the conference will provide advice to secondary school educators about how to develop STEM and
computer science education programs that foster the development of computational thinking for all
students, potentially affecting millions of students across the nation.
ATHLETICS
A great end to another great school year for WHS Athletics. Focusing on the spring, we finished with
two State Championship Teams and thee State Runner-ups. Along with that, we had three SWC
Championship Teams and three SWC Runner-ups. We also have two athletes still competing, as Kate
Joyce won the New England Championship in the Javelin and her teammate, Shea Greene, finished
fourth in the same event. Both girls earned All-New England recognition and have their sights set on
the National meet in North Carolina.
For the 2018-19 school year, we had almost 75% of our students participating in at least one sport with
over 76% of them earning academic recognition while they were in season. Our athletes won four
State Championships and nine SWC Championships. More than 50 athletes (we are still waiting on
the final number) earned All-State recognition while at least six of our athletes were recognized as AllNew England Athletes. Another amazing year for a great group of student-athletes who work so hard
on and off their area of competition representing Weston High School. All we can say is, thank you,
and remember, Tradition Never Graduates.
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CAS STUDENT LEADER AWARDS
Each year two students are selected to represent Weston Middle School as recipients of the
Connecticut Association of Schools Student Leader Awards. Students are selected based on criteria
such as: leadership in school and community, positive influence on school community, responsibility,
character. and integrity. This year’s recipients were Paige Cobrin and Caitlyn McKiernan. They were
honored at a state-wide banquet earlier this month. Mr. Walters and Mr. MacDonald joined Paige,
Caitlyn, and their families to celebrate this recognition.

WINGMAN LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Selected students from the sixth and seventh grade participated in a two day Wingman Leadership
Training. Wingman is a program that focuses on enhancing leadership and compassion amongst
middle school students. Wingman is an opportunity for students to go above and beyond for others.
WMS will be implementing the Wingman program in the fall of 2019.
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CARDBOARD REGATTA
Seventh grade technology and engineering students were given the challenge to design, construct and
test a boat made of cardboard, duct tape and packing tape. Students applied the steps of the design
process that they learned in class. The boat was required to meet certain requirements such as size
limits (it had to fit through the classroom door) and capacity (it had to support to people). During the
race, students were only allowed to paddle with their hands.

PASSION PROJECT
Eighth grade passion project students shared what they have been working on all trimester with their
classmates. A WMS Passion Project student is seen presenting his conceptualized to-scale house
model that demonstrates green living.

SOUND WATERS
On May 28 and 30, sixth graders spent the day at Sound Waters engaged in meaningful scientific
learning which aligns with the sixth grade science curriculum. This year’s trip included a new
experience, the Human Impact Lab, where students investigated the degradation of plastic pollution
onto the Long Island Sound Watershed. Students also participated in programs on water quality,
horseshoe crabs and seining. In the seining program, students collected and observed organisms of
Long Island Sound.
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WARRIOR DAY
The annual Weston Middle School Warrior Day was held on Friday, June 7. Creativity,
sportsmanship, and team spirit were on display throughout the day. The ultimate warrior competition
kicked the day off with students and staff testing their endurance in a swimming and running
competition. Students participated in a variety of teacher-led activities throughout the day. The day
ended with a showcase of student talent.
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THIRD GRADE ENDANGERED ANIMALS AIM UNIT
Over the past two weeks the WIS LLC and the third grade classrooms were
transformed into an information and advocacy center for endangered animals
as our third graders presented the findings of their AIM
Endangered Animal Research Project. Parents and
other attending adults learned about the impact of
climate change on polar bears, the perils of pollution on
sea otters, and the woes of habitat destruction for
gorillas. The presentations ended with a call to action
and informed viewers of practical ways they can help
these animals including reducing the use of fossil fuels,
eliminating the use of plastic straws and water bottles,
and supporting the establishment of wildlife sanctuaries. Those who attended
left with a wealth of information about the endangered animals around the
world. Great job third graders!
FOURTH GRADE SCIENCE
To culminate their study of force and motion, the fourth grade students participated in a highly
engaging presentation entitled, “Mad Science,” provided by the PTO Talent-on-Tap program. The
hour-long assembly treated the students to an interactive event that included demonstrations of
amazing chemical reactions, special effects, and fantastic forces to help students understand what
science is really about and how it affects the world around them. The students have also been
participating in an inquiry project to create a jet toy. Working together in a small group, the students
are applying their learning to create a jet toy made of recycled materials and powered by a balloon.
Their first task was to have the jet toy travel in a straight line, and then decide how to change it so that
it could travel a further distance, hold weight, travel faster, or travel the longest. There were some
serious discussions which resulted in lots of experimentation along the halls and classrooms of the
fourth grade students.
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FIFTH GRADE FIELD TRIP TO FAIRFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
To support their study of the American Revolution, the fifth grade
students visited the Fairfield Historical Society. They learned about the
challenges of a soldier’s life during the Revolution, and saw the essential
items a soldier had to carry, felt what a wool uniform would feel like, and
learned how a musket was fired. They also walked through the Town
Green and learned how the
town was attacked and the
main village burned in 1779
before visiting some of the
taverns and houses that
survived the burning. A
highlight of the trip was a
scavenger hunt through the Old Burying Ground. The
hunt helped students uncover fascinating details on the
lives of the Puritans, colonial settlers, soldiers and
sailors.
CHORUS, BAND AND ORCHESTRA CONCERTS
The end of the school year brought final concerts for our
choruses, band and orchestras. The theme of this year’s chorus
and band concerts was, ‘Let’s Dance,’ which was appropriately
entitled as the music made everyone want to get up and dance!
On Wednesday evening, May 29, the fifth grade band began the
evening with a range
of toe-tapping songs
including “Rock
Around the Clock”
and “Power Rock.” The choruses followed with songs
from Mary Poppins, an Italian folk song entitled, “Ma
Bella Bimba,” and the spirited, “You Can’t Stop the
Beat” from Hairspray. The evening ended with both
choruses coming together to perform, “Can’t Stop the
Feeling” from the movie, Trolls.
On the following evening, it was the fourth and fifth grade orchestras’
turn to take the stage. This year almost 90 fourth graders were
members of the fourth grade orchestra, while 50 fifth grade students
played in the fifth grade orchestra and Out-of-the-Box ensemble. The
fifth grade orchestra concert began with a beautifully played version
of “Canon in D,” by Pachelbel accompanied by Erik Paul on the
harpsichord. The Out-of-the-Box players, an ensemble that features
more advanced players, performed two numbers which included,
“Allegro,” from Hayden’s Surprise symphony. The fourth grade
orchestra followed with a series of American and French folk songs, which was followed by all three
ensembles playing the dramatic, “Orpheus in the Underworld,” by Offenbach. We are so proud of how
much all of these students have grown in their musical skills this year.
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FIELD DAYS
We were so lucky with the weather this year, and
had two beautiful days for our field days. On
Friday, May 31, the fifth graders traveled to
Sherwood Island State Park in Westport to take in
the beautiful views of Long Island Sound for their
field day. Under beautiful blue skies, the fifth
graders spent the morning taking part in a series of
relay races and games, and then enjoyed a picnic
lunch under the trees. The day ended with a highspirited, competitive game of tug-of-war with
classes battling it out for the champion spot. The
third and fourth graders participated in their
field day the following week, taking part in
variety of fun activities and games which
included relay races, an inflatable slide and a
much-anticipated game of tug of war.
Classes cheered each other on as they took
turns to battle it out for the winning spot.
Field Days are a fun way to come together,
and celebrate the final days of school.

FIFTH GRADE BARBEQUE
Before leaving WIS, the fifth graders were treated to a grade-wide barbeque
by the PTO. The parents grilled hamburgers and hot dogs, and provided
watermelon, chips and Gatorade for the students to enjoy in a picnic style
lunch. It was a beautiful day and the students had a lot of fun being all
together as fifth graders. A thank you goes out to all the parents who have
helped make this year so special for our students.

FIFTH GRADE CELEBRATION
Each year we hold a special “Celebration” to acknowledge our fifth graders and all they have
accomplished during their three years at WIS. We are so pleased to be able to take time to recognize
this important milestone before the students head off to middle school. These have been busy years for
the students so there was much to celebrate and remember. Over the past two weeks, each of the
students were busy creating a slide that captured their favorite memories while at WIS. The slides are
then featured in a grade-wide slide show during the Celebration, which has become a highlight for our
students. To end the Celebration, the students joined together to sing, “Living What I Believe,” by Jim
Paupolis. Afterward, families, students and staff came together in the courtyard to celebrate with a
reception courtesy of the PTO and fourth grade parents. We will miss our fifth graders, but wish them
well as they move to the next chapter of their educational journey.
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SCHOOLWIDE EVENTS
It wouldn’t be Memorial Day weekend in Weston
without the Fair! This annual event hosted by the
HES and WIS PTO is a great way to kick off
summer. We had a beautiful weekend of sunny
days and warm temperatures. This event brings
the entire community together for fun filled days
of rides, games and food. It takes a tremendous
amount of volunteer effort and hours to run this
event and this year the PTO and wider community
came together again to make this event possible.
The excitement leading up to the fair is captured at
school through our second grade Cornerstone
Learning Task. Second grade students complete this culminating activity in the weeks leading up to
the fair. Students are challenged to analyze a variety of cross-disciplinary resources related to the
Memorial Day Fair. These resources include sample maps of fair layout, lunch surveys, mock
newspaper letters to the editor, and after school activity surveys results. Using critical thinking,
students are asked to make a recommendation, supported by evidence, to make the fair even better.
Our students always impress us with their creative ideas and their supporting evidence.
Each class then discussed and shared their ideas with their classmates and chose a recommendation
that would then be shared with the PTO. Representatives from each class shared their top proposals
with the PTO executive board. Our PTO listens to the recommendations and often implements the
changes the following year.
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Kelly Santorella’s Second grade class held a ‘ColorCycle' event
and the whole school participated. ColorCycle is a program run
by Crayola devised to repurpose used markers rather than
throwing them away and filling up landfills. The ColorCycle
program has repurposed more than 70 tons of expended markers
in the US and Canada since 2013, and uses the most advanced
plastic conversion technologies available to make wax
compounds for asphalt and roofing shingles, as well as generate
electricity that can be used to heat homes, cook food, and power
vehicles. Students, teachers and staff all participated, and Ms.
Santorella shared a video with all classes of the positive effects this collection will have on our
environment.
One of our favorite end of year activities is the annual Poetry Celebration. We gather in the South
House cafeteria to share the joy and fun of poetry. Since poetry is meant to be read aloud, each class
picks a poem and practices it for a few weeks before this special day. Each grade level gathers
together to hear classes recite their poem of choice. Our teachers enhance this experience by teaching
the students movements to act out the poems, and they often have props to help bring their poem to
life. We love hearing all the creative readings of the poems. It is also another opportunity for our
young learners to practice public speaking and performance skills.

LRC AND MAKERSPACE
We're wrapping up another year of learning in our LRC, the
Hive and our makerspace. Students have conducted research
following the steps of the research process with book and
digital sources. Kindergarteners are currently conducting
research about types of extreme weather and how to stay
safe. They're creating posters to teach people what they
learn.

In the Hive, students continue to work on developing
collaboration, communication, and problem solving skills,
while using the Mood Meter to help them be their best
selves and partners. Students from Mrs. Grenier's class
worked on creating a maze and coding the BeeBot robot to
complete it. This involved a lot of calculating—such as how
far the robot moved with each command--and a lot of testing
and redesigning.
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ART JAM
On May 23, our school community celebrated all of our Hurlbutt artists as parents walked the hallways
decorated with artwork. Our students proudly showed off their hard work! This annual event is part of
a district-wide evening celebration of art in our schools. This year at Hurlbutt, we had face painting
and music provided by WHS students.

PTO
Family Fun Night was a huge success. The weather was perfect for this year-end event and we had a
record high turnout. Changing the location to the Hurlbutt Bus Loop was ideal for the amount of
people that came out! Students both past and present flooded the Hurlbutt bus loop to enjoy our annual
event. We celebrated the One School One Book Program with many crafts and games related to our
book selection, Zoey and Sassafras. This event is a great example of the wonderful partnership with
have with our PTO. Staff, parents and community volunteers worked side by side to make this a fun
event for all. Yes, those are bubbles flying around, one of the many additions our fabulous PTO added
to this event! We had a magician roaming around as well as a representative from the Wildlife in
Crisis, who thanked us for our support and the donation our students raised during the One School One
Book program. This event was also our kickoff to summer reading. The Book Fair was a huge
success and the Weston Public Library Children’s Librarian walked around and talked with the
students about summer reading choices. Of course, Horace the Hurlbutt Honeybee made an appearance
and even danced along with the Bar Car Band.
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CLASS OF 2029
Our second grade classes took a walk to Weston Intermediate School this month for their orientation in
preparation for their transition to third grade. They were met by Pattie Falber, Principal, and Nicole
Wilhelm, Assistant Principal. They visited the playground, special area classes, and a third grade
classroom where they had a question and answer session with the current third graders. They were
very curious to find out about the teachers, lunch options, and what a typical day is like at the
intermediate school. This visit builds excitement and also helps alleviate any trepidation about the
transition to the intermediate school. We love that we can take this walking field trip down the street.
It is yet another advantage to having all of our schools on one campus. As an added bonus, our
teachers loved seeing their former students and how much they have grown.
CLASS OF 2032
The incoming kindergarten class enjoyed an ice cream social where the students had the opportunity to
meet their future classmates, play on the playground, enjoy drawing activities, and have an ice cream.
Mrs. Arnone, HES School Counselor and a representative from Youth Services, Parks and Recreation,
and the Weston Library all spoke and gave information to the parents regarding what they can expect
in the year ahead and the various services/activities their child can join. We appreciate Youth Services
and Park and Recreation for including us in their special event.
SECOND GRADE CONCERT
The second grade concert was held on June 4, and is a wonderful culminating activity for our students.
We gather in our courtyard “festival style” with families sitting in lawn chairs, on blankets and
strolling around the beautiful grounds. This concert highlights all of what our students have learned in
music this year as well as during their entire time at Hurlbutt. They learn how to work together, to
make music, and sing as a group. We are so proud of all they have learned this year in music, and it
was rewarding to see how confident they have grown in their performance skills.
FIELD DAY
All classes enjoyed a beautiful day of sports and activities for our annual field day. Students engaged
in various activities such as team relay races, obstacle course and cooperative games. Our generous
PTO funds the bounce houses for us, which is always a highlight of the morning. Thanks to the many
parents who volunteered to work each station. Field day was a huge success.
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SUMMER READING
As the school year is wrapping up, we're encouraging students to read this summer. Miss Alessandra
from the Weston Public Library will be meeting with classes to talk about opportunities at the library
this summer. We will also be participating in the Governor's Summer Reading Challenge. Students are
asked to keep track of books read, and our total will be reported in the fall. Students are encouraged to
set reading goals; they made door hangers in the computer lab to help them keep track of how many
books they read. This year at Family Fun Night, we had a summer reading booth where students could
set a summer reading goal.
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