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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
On October 5, Assistant Principal Mr.
Filip, science teacher Mr. Aitkenhead,
and Principal Mrs. Deorio chaperoned a
group of students who participated in the
No Barriers Summit in New York City.
The mission of the No Barriers Summit
is “to unleash the potential of the human
spirit through transformative
experiences, tools, and inspiration, and help people embark on a quest to contribute their absolute best
to the world.” No Barriers was co-founded by WHS alumnus Erik Weihenmayer. Erik is the author of
Touch the Top of the World: A Blind Man's Journey to Climb Farther than the Eye Can See: My Story,
and No Barriers: A Blind Man's Journey to Kayak the Grand Canyon.
The morning of Wednesday, October 10, was the school-based administration of the PSAT for all
sophomores and juniors. There are several reasons why we give this test during the school day. First,
it serves as an appropriate practice for sophomore and junior students and provides data to the
individual students about their strengths and challenges. In addition, our school will receive a schoolwide profile of our student performance that helps us plan appropriate instruction. The PSAT/NMSQT
provides junior students with the opportunity to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship program.
Lastly, students who take the PSAT/NMSQT also have the opportunity to be included in the College
Board’s student search service. Participants in this free service may receive materials from colleges
and governmental scholarship programs informing them of educational and financial aid opportunities
While sophomores and juniors were taking the PSAT, there was a special program for freshmen. The
Looking In Theater, a student improv group from the greater Hartford area, came to Weston High
School. These student-actors presented dramatic scenes dealing with important social issues facing
teenagers today. The presentation also involved a series of short dramatic scenes followed by a
discussion in which the actors answer questions as their characters.
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Seniors were encouraged to go to the Library Learning Commons in the morning. English teachers
were available to work on their college essays, as well as members of the school counseling staff who
assisted with linking their common applications. In addition, many seniors met with different college
representatives in our College and Career Center that morning.
Homecoming week will run from Monday, October 22 to Friday, October 26. We encourage all
students and faculty to participate in the following events:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Pajama Day,
Sporting Events - Girls’ Swim and Dive, Girls’ Volleyball, Badminton at 7:00 p.m.
Tropical Tuesday
Halloween Movie Night at 6:00 p.m.
Wear your Gold, Celebrate Weston High School’s 50th Anniversary
Sporting Events - Girls’ Dive and Boys’ Soccer
Throwback Thursday, Freshmen - Prehistoric, Sophomores - Electric 80’s, Juniors Future, Seniors - Disco
Weston Day
Powder Puff
Sporting Event - Boys’ Football

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
The Writing Center had a very busy month in September! Mrs. Eisenman, Mrs. Gleason, and Mrs.
Opidee met with 96 students to individually revise and edit their writing in scheduled conferences. The
teachers visited 46 English and social studies classes to introduce the center and conference with
students. Seniors finalized college essays while freshmen and juniors crafted thesis statements for
their document based questions in history. All students are encouraged to make appointments as soon
as possible and email the writing teachers listed above with any questions or concerns.
Weston High School parent and mindfulness educator, Hilary Misiano, worked with Mrs. Klein's
Introduction to Psychology class as part of their unit on positive psychology. Ms. Misiano explained
the impact that stress has on our brains and then guided the class through several exercises including
mindful eating, mindful breathing, and a body scan.
Students in the PLTW Civil Engineering and Architecture class played
along to a game of "Kahoot" to review for an upcoming test on the
history of architecture. At the end of the 2017-2018 school year,
students in the Civil Engineering and Architecture class took part in a
bench build for students at Marvin Elementary School located in
Norwalk, Connecticut. Pictured is the class with the thank you note
they recently received from Marvin Elementary.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS
Congratulations to our school co-president, senior David Tamburri on his appointment to the 20182019 State Student Advisory Council on Education (SSACE). In 1998, the CT State Legislature
created the State Student Advisory Council on Education (SSACE) to give Connecticut students a
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voice in educational planning and enable the State Board of Education, the commissioner of education,
state department of education personnel, the governor, and state legislators to become familiar with
high school students’ perspectives on key issues. SSACE meets regularly with the education
commissioner, and on occasion with the Governor, to reflect student opinion on matters of concern to
the State’s high schools, standardized testing, and instituting programs that promote health and
wellness.

At the Board of Education meeting in September, three seniors were
named as semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program.
Pictured here is Carolyn Zech. Not pictured: Owen Tanzer and
Kayla Zhang.

CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS & ATHLETICS
Weston Athletics is proud to announce that we have partnered with the NFHS Network and are now
broadcasting many of our Trojan athletic events LIVE. If parents, family members and friends, can’t
attend games, the live action can be watched from anywhere—including a phone, tablet, computer or
smart TV. All competitions on the lower turf field and in the new gym, along with football games will
be televised.
The WHS Library Learning Commons has a new display
showcasing all that our makerspace has to offer. Students can try
their hand at anime using the new Wacom tablets, or make a cool
case with decorative duct tape and a Ziploc bag. Animation,
professional video editing, e-learning platforms, invention,
engineering, puzzles, Arduino, 3-D printing, coding, paper crafts
and knitting are among the many things our students can use in the
makerspace. PLAY - TINKER - CREATE AND EXPLORE!
Unified Sports has started this year, and the meets are held every Monday afternoon in the old gym.
Students from both Weston Middle School and Weston High School participate in soccer, Zumba,
bowling, basketball, floor hockey, track and conditioning activities, which vary by season. Unified
Sports started in 2008 as an outreach of Special Olympics. The primary goal of Unified is to foster
inclusion, acceptance and respect. Currently over 85% of Connecticut high schools have Unified
Sports teams. Weston High School has had a team since spring, 2014. The Booster Club has
graciously provided funding to support our team. The team hosted Brookfield in soccer on October 15,
had a schoolwide Zumba event on October 22, and had a Halloween party on October 29 hosted by the
Circle of Friends Club.
Students who would like to become involved should contact coach, Tom Curley,
tomcurley@westonps.org, coordinator, Nancy Johnston, nancyjohnston@westonps.org, or students
Chris Fruhbeis, christopherfruhbeis@students.westonps.org and Sam Parks,
samuelparks@students.westonps.org.

3

CLUB NEWS
Builders Beyond Borders students
spent Saturday, September 29, at
Earthplace in Westport where they
raked and mulched, making
improvements to the trails. Students
have also been collecting gently
used shoes as part of an initiative
that creates micro businesses in
developing countries using these
shoes. Our new AP Environmental Teacher, Mr. Aitkenhead, will
travel with Builders in April 2019.

In honor of October as national domestic violence
awareness month, members of Weston High School’s
Teen Peace Works presented the Domestic Violence
Crisis Center (DVCC) with $1,000 donation from the
Sherlock Family Foundation of Weston. Students
presented DVCC’s new Executive Director, Kevin
Shippy with the donation at Teen Peace Works’ first
meeting of the school year.

The Weston Against Cancer Committee has been very busy. During
the last weekend of September, students hosted a fundraiser at
Saugatuck Sweets, an ice cream shop in Westport, where they
received a portion of the store’s proceeds from that weekend. The
committee also sponsored a boy’s soccer game on October 5, where
the varsity team showed their purple spirit with purple socks during
the game against Newtown. Weston Against Cancer members also
sold baked goods and showed their purple pride!
WHS Company is busy at work rehearsing its fall production Almost, Maine by John Cariani. Set in a
fictional town in northern Maine, the play weaves together a series of vignettes that occur in the same
hour on the same evening, just as the Northern Lights appear in the New England sky. Love is found,
lost, repaired, and embraced in this funny, quirky, heartwarming series of tales. Directed by Nancy
Ponturo (Hamlet, All My Sons), and starring a cast of both familiar and new faces on the Company
stage, this play is certain to win over audiences. Performance dates are November 9, 10 and 11, 2018.
Tickets can be purchased at https://www.whscompany.com.
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Weston Middle School

Dan Doak, Principal
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EIGHTH GRADE HEALTH HAPPENINGS
Eighth Grade Students who are taking health this trimester are currently working
on their substance abuse unit. Students have focused on the opiate crisis as well
as the impact of drugs and alcohol on our society. Topics include vaping,
marijuana, and alcohol. Our school resource officer, Jason Kim, visited 8th
grade health classes. Students are asked continue conversations at home with
their families.
Seventh Grade Leaders Continue Anti-Litter Campaign
Jaden Rosenberg and Henry McElligott began picking up trash during recess last year. This year this
have officially started an anti-litter campaign and have been model citizens during recess. Helpers are
Jake Spaulding and Jacob Greenblatt.

SEVENTH GRADERS USE A STREAM TABLE TO MODEL A GEOLOGIC PROCESS
Thinking like a scientist involves developing and using models to better understand processes that are
too big or too small, or happened too long ago to observe directly. Seventh Graders are investigating a
specific channel on Mars. We want to figure out which geologic process, flowing water or flowing
lava, created this phenomena. Students here are using a stream table to see what happens when water
flows down a slope. Will a channel form? Will it be straight or branched? Will the channel remain
after the water stops flowing? Will the flowing water move sand from the top of the slope to the
bottom? Could sedimentary rock form from compacted and cemented sediment? As the investigation
progressed over time, the most compelling evidence was a photograph that Curiosity rover returned to
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Earth of sedimentary rock found in a triangular-shaped landform at the bottom of the channel. That
convinced most of us that water formed at least one specific channel on Mars.

CALLING ALL MATHLETES!
Fairfield County Junior Math League will be starting up practices on Mondays after school under the
direction of Mrs. Harasiuk. Our first competition will be held in January. If you'd like to know more
about the middle school math team, please come to the informational meeting and practice on Monday,
October 29 in room B-8. The meeting is 2:30-3:15 p.m.
JAZZ AUDITIONS
Students had the opportunity to audition for one of the WMS jazz groups. Ms. Soboleski and Mr.
Holmes worked with the students after school.

TRI-M KICKS OFF MUSIC MENTORS PROGRAM
Tri-M is kicking off their fifth year of the Music Mentors program, starting on October 10. High
school music students meet with middle school mentees after school for some one-on-one tutoring on
their instruments. Kids get some extra help on their class music, as well as explore some fun tunes of
their choice. Returning middle schoolers have even requested some of their favorite mentors! This
six-week session will run through Thanksgiving, and a winter and spring session will be offered later
this year.
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS DURING EXTENDED LEARNING TIME
As times change, so must our curricula. This year, we will be experimenting with added programming
in the Library Learning Commons (LLC). As part of the renewed LLC program at WMS, we will be
using our space for extended learning opportunities and personalized learning. Students will continue
to have the traditional library programs which include: reading, research, homework, and studying;
however, LLC-centric opportunities will also be available to provide a broader learning experience.
We plan to offer a performance learning area where students have opportunities to recite poetry,
become star-studded actors and actresses while acting out scenes from a play, performing a mini
concert, or participating in an open mic experience. All of these potential opportunities reflect student
choice as their contribution and input will help develop the program.
Technology will continue to be integrated in our 21st Century Learning and personalized learning
environments. We plan to use our television studio to produce programming that ties in with a variety
of our core classes. Audio and video editing stations will be available for students to create media-rich
presentations, memes, short story movies, and podcast book reports as way to build multi-literacies, a
common core state standard.
Additional LLC programming will be implemented throughout the coming year. Input will be sought
from students and faculty in an effort to provide personalized learning space and resources for
individuals, small groups and entire classes. If you have ideas to share, please contact us. We
encourage your input and contributions.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
As part of our professional development day on October 8, middle school faculty
attended a session offered by Melissa Callen of Effective School Solutions. Her
presentation was entitled: Nurtured Heart: Catch a Child Being Good! This
included an introduction to Howard Glasser's "Nurtured Heart Approach,” a
philosophy and technique that "focuses on energizing success and de-energizing
failure." Teachers learned classroom techniques to help shape and support
positive classroom behavior among students struggling with emotional and
behavioral problems. This training built on and expanded the work we've done around emotional
intelligence and aligns with the district-wide goal on healthy learning environment.
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Weston Intermediate School

Pattie Falber, Principal
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GRADE THREE EARTH’S MATERIALS STUDY
This month, students in third grade are participating in a science unit entitled, “Earth’s Materials.”
This unit is designed to help students understand the differences between rocks and minerals, and learn
about the three types of rocks and the conditions under which they are formed. To kick off this unit,
the students participated in a “mock rock” investigation. During this lab, the students made
observations about their “rock” by describing the physical properties and then using measuring tools to
gather data. The students then broke their “rock” apart to see that rocks can be broken down into
different ingredients called minerals. This
activity helps students grow in their
understanding that real rocks are made up of
minerals, and that while rocks can be broken
down into more basic elements, minerals
cannot be broken down further; learning that
the words rocks and minerals cannot be used
interchangeably. In the coming weeks,
students will be exploring the three types of
rocks and learning about the conditions in
which they are formed. Through various labs, they will also be learning how to identify different
minerals and recording their data in their science notebooks.

GRADE FOUR SOCIAL STUDIES
In social studies, the fourth grade students began their study of geography
by looking at a variety of different types of maps, including physical,
topographical and political. As the students were studying the various
geographical features of the maps, they
discussed the advantages and disadvantages
of those features and how they could
contribute to how people live in those
regions. The students also recently participated in an interactive mapmaking experience led by members of the Stamford Museum and Nature
Center. Through that activity, students began to develop an awareness of
the geography of Connecticut and explore the relationship between
humans and the features of the natural environment. As they created their
maps, students discovered major natural and man-made features of
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Connecticut, how settlement patterns were affected by these features, and how the local natural
resources shaped their lives. The students will be comparing their maps of Connecticut with a map of
another state.
GRADE FIVE SCIENCE UNIT
Fifth grade students have been investigating how sound can travel through different kinds of materials
and learning that materials are made of particles that are too small to see by engaging in a variety of
multimodal experiences. In addition to participating in hands-on investigations with the collision of
particles, fifth graders have been observing sound waves through a sound waves simulation program
on their Chromebooks. This has allowed them to observe the differences in sound waves originating
from different sources. Students are creating visual models to deepen their understanding of how
sound waves work and contribute to communication.

GRADE FIVE STUDENT COUNCIL
This month, fifth grade students were invited to run for a seat on the WIS Student
Council—a group of student leaders who will act as liaisons as they plan and
coordinate various school functions including: community outreach, fundraisers,
and the promotion of school spirit. Interested students were required to complete
an application and deliver a two minute speech to their peers. Classes are in the
process of voting for their representatives. We are looking forward to having
another enthusiastic group of students who are eager to help make an impact.
LLC MAKERSPACE
To support teachers as they create and maintain a safe digital learning environment, GoGuardian was
rolled out in all WIS classrooms in late September. Teachers and students received training on this
online activity monitoring system that gives teachers real-time visual access to students’ screens, and
allows teachers to remotely manage student Chromebooks. GoGuardian gives teachers tools to
protect, guide and encourage students as they engage in digital learning. With GoGuardian, “teachers
can focus on helping students instead of policing their devices.”
GRADE 3 MAKERTECH CURRICULUM

Third graders have made a smooth transition to the WIS one-to-one
Chromebook environment thanks, in part, to their first trimester
instructional experiences in the Makertech pilot program. Makertech
curriculum is purposefully designed to provide students a comfort level
with both technology productivity tools, and makerspace creative
materials. In the first month of school, third graders received their
Chromebooks along with instruction on the digital citizenship
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expectations around the use of technology in school. They were also
introduced to the WIS makerspace with a creative problem-solving
lesson based on a literary connection to the picture book Twenty-One
Elephants and Still Standing, by April Jones Prince. This activity
focused on collaboration skills, with students working in pairs to
construct a suitable bridge to hold twenty-one “elephants.” Third
graders also had a review of the word-processing toolbar in Google Docs
in preparation for transitioning from writing by hand to digital writing.
Upcoming lessons in the Makertech curriculum include an opportunity
to integrate creative media with writing, and using Google Sheets to graph survey results.
Keyboarding skills will continue to be a focus throughout the school year.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

This year, Alexis Czeterko, a staff developer from Teachers College Reading
and Writing Project, will join us for five full days of professional learning. To
start our year, she came in early October and spent the day in classrooms
modeling whole group mini-lessons, small group instruction, partner
conferences and individual conferences. The teachers worked with her to
look at the overarching goals of the unit to ensure the readers in their
classrooms have been making progress towards them. The teachers also
looked at pre-assessment data and student work to determine next steps for
their teaching. They used the learning progressions that align with their unit
of study to create teaching points for their small group and individualized instruction. Our readers are
off to a strong start; reading lots of just right books and continuing to build their stamina. Alexis will
be back at the start of our non-fiction units in a few weeks to focus our learning on the teaching of
informational reading.
On October 8, the staff participated in various Professional Development workshops to support our
school and district goals. In the morning the teachers worked with our curriculum instructional leaders
in reading, math and science to support the curriculum work and to review data and assessment tools
that will ensure students are growing and are being challenged. In the afternoon, the time was devoted
to Emotional Intelligence and technology, with workshops on a variety of topics that were designed to
further each staff member’s expertise on topics of their choosing. It was a very positive and productive
day.

Hurlbutt Elementary School

Laura Kaddis, Principal

In this issue…Positive School Climate
Emotional Intelligence
Kindergarten
Teaching and Learning
New TC Reading Units
Parent Involvement
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POSITIVE SCHOOL CLIMATE
All of our Hurlbutt Honey Bees worked together to fill the
hive for being safe, kind, and responsible in record
time. The students filled the honey hive early in the school
year by practicing safe, kind and responsible behaviors at
recess, in the hallways, at lunch, on the bus, and in their
classrooms. Their reward for filling the hive was to have
an extra recess period. The positive impact of exercise on
learning and social/emotional wellbeing is well
documented in research studies so this celebration is a winwin for all! The students are already well on their way to
filling the hive again and earning another special reward. Stay tuned to find out what our next schoolwide activity will be.
EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE
Our students have embraced our beginning lessons on increasing our emotional intelligence. Last year,
Hurlbutt staff spent the year learning about the Yale RULER approach to
supporting and increasing emotional intelligence. This evidence-based
approach for integrating social and emotional learning into schools
supports our district and school goal of building and maintaining a
healthy learning environment. As we learn to recognize, understand,
label, express, and regulate our emotions, we all contribute to a positive
school culture and community. This year, we are teaching these skills and
strategies to our students. The first step was to create classroom charters.
Developing a charter is a collaborative effort between the teacher and the
students for how they want to feel in their classrooms. Instead of a
traditional approach of defining rules, the charter guides students in
agreed upon behaviors in the classroom to support a community of
belonging, safety, comfort and empowerment. Our charters are all
uniquely reflective of each classroom. Our next phase will be teaching and integrating the “mood
meter” into our classroom communities.
KINDERGARTEN
Our kindergarten students enjoyed their first full day of school on September 13. It was great to have
them here for a full day of learning! Once full days commenced, our kindergarten students began their
Spanish language program class. Our Spanish language teachers started off the very first day with
speaking only in Spanish. Through the use of music, movement and visual support, we ensure that our
students are engaged and active during this exciting program.
TEACHING AND LEARNING
All classes have been engaged in the new science units of study using the Amplify Science program.
These resources were designed to address the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). The shift,
which involves active engagement and critical thinking, is creating exciting learning experiences for
our students. Lessons are designed to put students in the role of a scientist. Through this approach,
they think like scientists and engineers as they explore science phenomena that mirrors real life
scenarios.
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In kindergarten, the Needs of Plants and Animals unit examines the problem of the declining monarch
butterfly population in North America. Students take on the role of a scientist tasked with helping a
group of children from a fictional community explain why there are no more caterpillars in a
community garden which once had caterpillars. This unit will begin to build an understanding on the
relationship between plants and animals. Using literature and hands-on activities, the beginning lessons
of this unit explore the concept of living and non-living things.
There is much excitement in the first grade classes about Spruce the sea
turtle. Our first grade scientists have been faced with a real world problem
of releasing a rehabilitated turtle back in its natural habitat. Through this
unit, students will dive deeply into exploring what structures animals have
and how those structures can help them grow and survive. As an
enrichment to the unit, our first grade classes will be visiting the Maritime
Aquarium in Norwalk to observe sea life and to learn more about how
animals survive. Our first graders will meet some baby sea turtles and
learn about the work the Maritime Aquarium is doing to support the
release of turtles back into their natural habitat. The aquarium has been participating in a sea turtle
program in cooperation with North Carolina Aquarium at Pine Knolls Shores, where volunteers rescue
baby turtles who didn’t make it out of their nests. The turtles are then raised for a year at the aquarium
until they are ready to be released back into their natural habitats in North Carolina. Some of our
students were surprised to learn that sea turtles can be found here in the Long Island Sound. We love
how this unit connects to real world experiences that our young scientists can understand. We have
been very impressed with the rich discussions and vocabulary our students are using already. Listen in
to a science class and you will hear our young learners talking about habitats, predators, and animal
defenses.
In second grade, our scientists are exploring a real life phenomena that occurred in India. Our students
are taking on the role of lead scientist at the Bengal Tiger Reserve to figure out why no new chalta
seeds are growing there. Through this unit, they explore plant and animal relationships. As part of the
unit, students are experimenting with seeds and different growing conditions in the classroom. As they
explore the habitat in this unit, students will begin their own science notebook where they will gather
information and record their thinking throughout the unit. All of the science units this year include
natural opportunities to apply the reading and writing skills and habits they are learning in language
arts instruction. We are thrilled that these science units are rich with literature and opportunities for
students to use their partner reading skills across content areas.
NEW TC READING UNITS
Our kindergarten, first and second grade classrooms have been immersed in
reading and writing units of study based on the Teacher College Units of
Study. This summer, several teachers from each grade level met to work in
depth with the units and to begin to prepare for grade-level
implementation. Our kindergarten classes began the year with the unit, “We
are Readers.” This launch unit helps support the desire, belief, and identity of
our young students as readers. Beginning on day one of school, we want our
kindergarten students to see themselves as readers. Throughout the unit we
teach them the strategies and habits to support their reading development
regardless of where they are in their journey to proficient and fluent
reading. One of the hallmarks of this unit and the reading units of study is the
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emphasis on oral language development. Parents often ask us how they can support their emerging
readers. In addition to reading aloud to them at home, we encourage them to have their children tell
them stories, which young children love to do!
Professional development was provided for all teaching staff by Teachers College consultant, Katie
Lindner on Tuesday, September 18. Building on our work last year when we focused on teaching
strategies for small group work, we are also strengthening our shared reading and read aloud work in
the classroom. After discussing and learning new teaching strategies, we then visited one of our
classrooms to watch Katie teach and try out some of the techniques. We are looking forward to our
next visit from Katie on October 24.
PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Our active and supportive PTO was on hand on October 1 to support school photo day at
Hurlbutt. This is a very busy day for us as we capture individual pictures, class photos, and a grade
level shot of our second grade. Fortunately, the weather cooperated and we were able to hold our
photo session outside on a beautiful fall day. Parent volunteers helped keep the classes on schedule
and also helped ensure that our students were all picture ready when the photographers took the
shots. School pictures are a great way to capture a child’s growth and journey through school. Who
doesn’t love to look back on their childhood school class photos?
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